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the court. The third amendment is a slight
one and seeks to substitute the word "pro-
duction" in lieu of the word "proclama-
tion." That is merely a typographical
error in the Evidence Act. It has been
there since the Act was passed. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
On motion by Mr. Willmott, debate ad-

journed.

lb use adjourned at 5.43 pmi.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 11
a.m., and rend prayers.

QUESTION-EGGS.

As to Price.

H~on. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: In view of the fact that the egg
producers; of this State are not allowed the
samne price for eggs on the local market as
producers of other States, for example, New
South Wales, what steps has the responsible
Minfister taken to place this State's egg pro-
ducers on a same value basis?7

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: A
policy of requesting the sanme price for agri-
cultural produce as in the Eastern States
may he a dangerous one. The Deputy Price
Fixing Commissioner has received the advice
of an organisation representing the poultry
industry. Steps have been taken by the De-
partment of Agriculture to submit a ease to

the Price Fixng Commissioner and also to
ensure that poultrymen receive the maximum
net returns from the sale of their produce.

BILLr-LOTTERIES (CONTROL)
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Assembly without
amendment.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.
1, Fire Brigades.
2, National Emergency (Stocks of Goods).
3l, Business Names..
Received from the Assembly.

BILL-CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Third Reading,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [11.13]: 1
move-

That the Bill be now read a third time.
The PRESIDENT: I have been reminded

that this Bill calls for an absolute majority.
There must be a division o12 the Bill.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes .. . . 19
Noes .. . . .. 0

Majority for

A
Hon, C. F. Baiter
Hon. L,. 1B. Bolton
Hon. Sir Het Colebatch
Hon. J1. Cornell
H~on. J. M. Drew
Hon. F. E. Gibson
Hen. E. H. Gray
liIon. E. U.N . Hall
Hon. W. R1. Hall
Hon. V. H1-ani rsicy

MvE
Hon. J. G. IBislop
Ron. V. H-. Kitson
Han. W. J. Mann
Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon. C. R. Cornish,

(Teller.)
No srU

The PRESIDENT: The question passes
in thle amfrmative by an absolute majority.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL-STATE (WESTERN AUS-
TRALIAN) ALUNITE INDUSTRY

PARTNERSHIP.

Bill read a third time alid passed.

BILL-INCOME AND ENTERTAIN-
MENTS TAX (WAR TIME

SUSPENSION)..

Report of Committee adopted.
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BILL-INCREASE oF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMEND-

XENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 2nd December.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
(11.22]: 1 find it rather ditlicult to support
this measure which seems to me to be one-
4sided, penalising& those who have invested
their money in property with the idea of
getting some return and possibly making
provision for their old age; though I suppose
1 should not talk like that, because it is
regarded as not quite right for people today
Uo invest money foe profit. When the Act
,was passed, it pegged rents at those prevail-
ingo in 1939. No increases arc permissible
unless certain alterations are made, in which
event an owner is permitted to charge six per
tent. on the cost of the additions that have
been erected. The Act is one-sided and sonic
consideration should be given to those who
have invested money for the purpose I have
mentioned. I have no time for the go-getter
who is out to rob the public, hut I am afraid
there is a lot of that going on. Quite a
number of people have secured fiats of which
they sub-let portions, thereby deriving suffi-
cient rent from one or two rooms to pay the
rent of the whole flat. I do not know
-whether it is the Government's intention to
'tighten up that p)osition~ in any way. Sub-
-section (1) of proposed new Section HJA
sets out-

A person shall, not refuse or procure anly
person to refuse to let a dwelling-house to any
person on the ground that it is intended that
u child shall live in the dwelling-house.
The public generally is quite prepared to
extend extraordinary powers to Governments
while we are in a state of wvar. But how the
passing of this additional restrietivelei-
I ation is going to help anyone who is seek-
ing a home in the metropolitan area to obtain
one nder any conditions, I do not know. I
hare spoken to many land and estate agents
and they say they conid let one hundred
houses in a very short space of time if it
wsere possible.

-Hon. H. Seddon: If the houses were avatil-
able.

Ron. A. THOMSON: Yes, and they could
sell quite a number of houises if they were
available. lt nder the National Secutrity
Riegulations there is a restriction on the
erection of dwellingg. makince it difficult for

people to obtain homes. It is being made
impossible for the man of small means to
get a home at all. Only those who are in
a position to buy expensive houses in the
metropolitan area are able to secure them.
The unfortunate person with only about £150
or;£200 is definitely debarred by the National
Security Regulations from purehasiinr a
home.

The imposition of these additional restric-
tions will make the position very difficult
indeed. To evade the provision relating to
children, it is only necessary for an agent
or owner to ask how many people are likely
to occupy the house, and then to say that
the number proposed would be too many.
Children need not be mentioned. I have no
objection to the provision providing for the
keeping of a record. I hope Mr. Cornell'-,
amendment will be ag-reed to because it will
afford some relief to people wrho, under pre-
sent conditions, suiffer severe hardship. Tfhe
whole position is decidedly' unfair, The cost
of living, has risen and consequently the
basic wrage has increas ed. Everyone is re-
ceiving the benefit except those unfortunate
enough to have invested their money in pro-
perty.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That would not be
Your letter in today's issue of "The West
Australian"?9

Hon. A. THOM-%SON: No, I have not seen
it, but if it is on the same lines as imy%
speech it shows that other people are think-
ing that way

lion. C. B. Williams : It is almost word
for word.

Hion. A. THOM'SON: If, as a result of his
self-denial in years gOne by, the hon. ineni-
her had invested in houses with the idea of
providing for his old age, I do not think he
would feel happy to know that while busi-
ness people and other sections of the comn-
munity are able to pass on added costs, hi-,
position was governed by an Act of 1939
which pegged rents and did not g ive him an
op~portunity to obtain what might be termepd
the natural increase, without doing injustice
to anyone. Proposed new Section 11A will
not he effective beause I do not think any
agent -will be foolish cnonah to risk incur-
ring a penalty of £C29. I cannot imagine him
asking how many children -,n applicant has.
He will merely ask how many people are
likely to occupy the house, and will he able
to evade the law in that way. I naturally
want to protect the public, b~ut I feel thit
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in this instance, in protecting one section,
we are likely to penalise another very deserv-
ing portion of the community.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East): There is
very little in this Bill that commends itself
to me. It is really one of the most one-
sided measures that has been before this
Parliament for a long time. I do not desire
to see people exploited when they want to
rent a house; they require all the protection
we can give them. It is generally accepted
that there is a shortage of houses both in
the metropolitan area and in country towns.
The Bill will make that position even worse.
We all want to see children properly and
comfortably housed; no one could complain
a~gainst that. Suppose, however, a person
had over a period of 30 or 40 years acen-
niulated in his house a lot of valuable fur-
niture, but by force of circumstances was
complelled to let the house!

Is it right that a tenant should come in
with at mobh of children and perhaps tear the
place to pieces? Is it not the owner's right
to decline to let his house to a family of
that description?~ If this Hill is passed,
anyone with numerous children can go into
a house and cannot be prevented from doing
so. Mr. Thomson made reference to flats.
If a man has a flat to let, I cannot see why
lie should not be permitted to refuse to let
it to a family in which there are children.
1 should like the Minister to inform men-
bers what is meant by "dwelling house."
There are places which are not fit for the
accommodahtion of children, notwithstanding
which some people may desire to take their
children there. I see no objection to the
keeping of records. Indeed, that is the only
part of thep Hill that commends itself to me.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

BILL-MEDICAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 2nd December.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [11.33]:
The Government is to be congratulated upon
bringing down this Bill, and I have no
thought of opposing it. Dr. Hislop is to
be commended for the very fine speech he
made the other day on this subject. It was
not altogether what he said but the reason-
able manner in which the doctor spoke tbat

appealed so much to me. I have no doubt
he is a member of the British Medical Asso-
ciation, though I understand some doctors
are not members of it. There are times when
the attitude adopted by that body has not
been as liberal as it might be. I therefore
commend the doctor for the reasonable man-
ner in which he addressed himself to the
subject. It did not seem to be his intention
to endeavour to prevent anyone from trying
to effect cures or prescribing for patients,
so long as the person concerned was en-
deavouring to bring about that relief which
the money paid by the individual entitled
him to expect. The original Act does not
allow for the appointment of any lay mem-
bers to the Medical Board, whereas the Bill
does provide for the appointment of one
lay member.

Hon. A. Thomson: Very generous; one
out of seven!

Hon. E. H. H. H{ALL: Most of us, I
thinkI have every confidence in the medical
fraternity, and have reason for that attitude.
I have been associated with hospital manage-
ment for many years, and that may have
given me more insight into the many gener-
ous and noble acts performed by doctors
than would be possible for many other
people. There is no doubt that some of the
medical men do a very noble work. We
should bold them, as I think we do, in the
highest esteem. Of what use one layman
would be on a board of this nature, I can-
not yet understand. The Minister for Health
has hiad a lot of experience in hospital work,
and hie is evidently satisfied that this inno-
vation is desirable, and that a board com-
posed as suggested will protect the interests
of the general public. I do not use the
word "Protect" in any offensive way. it
strikes me as peculiar, however, that
arrangements have been made for only one
lay member to be appointed to the hoard.
We must hope for the best. I am not adopt-
ing a yes-no attitude in this matter, as wvill
be seen from the fact that I have already
eulogised the great majority of medical men.

We know that from time to time the
British Medical Association has adopted
a rather illogical attitude. I have previ-
ously made reference to a book that is
found in the Parliamentary Library, en-
titled "Beloved Physician." I have plea-
sure in mentioning that book again. Mem-
bers who have read it wilt understand what
is in my mind when I say that the B.M.A.
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has taken up an unreasonable attitude to-
wards members of the profession with re-
gard to diagniosis~ and practice generally.
When people are sulbjected to uninformed
criticism they call aflord to treat it lightly,
but when one is criticised by a body that
is expected by the general public to know
:-oniethiig about thle subject, then it is
necessary for the person criticised to take
notice of it. So it was with 11cKenzie in
his "Beloved Physician.'' He was as-
sailed and attacked by his prolessional
brethren, lie is not the only man who has
suffered at the hands of his professional
brethren.

Hlnc. A. Thomson: What about the in-
fanti~e paralysis treatment?

Hon. E. II. If. HALL: Yes. We can re-
call what happened in that case. When I
was going through the Bill, I wished that
lr. Ilislop might have thle right of reply.
Ho might then have been able to put uip
something which would account, to me, for
the unicasonable attitude adopted onl many
occasions by the association to which hie
belongs. Humnan beings are subject to
many cruel ailments. We can see evidence
of that almost every dlay. If there is one
truly cruel and wicked thing that assails
human beingsz, it is infantile paralysis.
One of our Australian citizens, after hav-
ing been coolly received by the profession
in Austrolia, has been able to obtain eon-
sideialel success concerning her methods
of treatment, and these have commended
themselves to the profession in America,
if not in Great Britain.

In this city wve have people who are not
ecrt ifeated medical practitioners but who,
nevertheless. are doing~ quite a lot of good
inl the interests Of sulfferers. That is not
a nice idle 4tpment. I amn not referring
to those who fill the newspapers with costly
advertisements, or take up our time
over tho air through B class .'.ations. In
the city there are two or three people who
never advertis-e, and who never make ap-
pointiocats. One has to go to them the
samlie as one does to a hairdressing saloon
and wait one'.s turn. They have been
effecting cures; fur a number of years. I
have reason to he concerned in this, mat-
ter becaus2e mny dear Sister, Who is- a re-
tinned sister from the laskt war, is; unfor-
tunately afflicted with that very cruel dis-
ease or physical disability known as rheu-
inatoid arthritis. She has been to many
local medical men. She even had to return

to London, where she Was put in a hos-
pital especially set aside for the treatment
of that disability. 1 know there are per-
sons who set themselves up as able to cure
anything and everything, and whose aetivi-
ties should be controlled. On the other
hand, there are people who, though not
qualified to practise medicine, are doing
iuite a lot. of good in the community. I
hope no action -will be taken by the board
it is Proposed to appoint against those per-
s:ons wvho have, as has been proved, been
successful in relieving suffering- humanity
from many of the ailments to which it is
subject.

I have a paper dated July 1041, in whvich
the statement is- made that forbidden drugs
aire a menace to Australia, and it is urged
P.gainst some memibers of the profession
that they are too ready to prescribe drugs
instead of giving consideration to diet,
which I think Dr. Hislop said was a sub-
ject that hodl not received sufficient atten-
tion. To me as a layman it seemns that as
the blood streaml must be affected by the
f ood consumed, the statement is well
founded and. that the profession has not
given sufficient attention to the diet of our
people. This does, not occur in other parts
of the world, and I think it is the duty of
fihe British M1edical Association to remedy
that defect.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East) : I
listened with great interest to the Mfinister
when he moved the second reading of the
Bill. le pointed out that, with thle excep-
tion of anl Amendment made inl 1040, it con-
tained the first alterations piroposed sines
the passing of the Act in 1804, 1 cannot see
how Section 4 of the Act canl be connected
with the Mledical Board. If a board deal-
ing with thle whole of the M1edical Act and
cGwn1)osd of six medical men, is to be per-
nitted to hold any examination or inquiry
in camiera, 1 do0 not know how tho public
will view it. In ;avingz this I iam. not cast-
ing any reflection onl the medical fraternity.
Tine principle, however, seems to be qiuite
nufair. Itf the Gfovernment introduced a
masure dlealing with labour matters, and
prulposedl the e.,tablishment of a board eon-
ri-ting exi-lusively of union representativesz,
thiv Hfon~e would take very strong excep-
tion to it. I am not raising any objection
to thle medical services. T agr-ee with all that
has been said by Mr. ER R. Hf. Hall that
the mnedical men have rendered, and arc
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rendering excellent medical service in an
honorary' capacity, but I point out that they
al'o render other service., for which they
receive excellent paymvient.

Sonmc years ago when I was a member of
another lacte a friend I intornied me that
his wife had had to undergo an operation
and that the charge for- it ;emed to lie ex-
czssive. He wrote to me to this effect, "My%
wife is worth to me all the money I have,
but seeing that she was in a Government
hospital and that I had( to pay the hospital
charge-s. I think the amount chrged for th&,
operation was a little e'xcssive." I replied
to this effect, "'I amn afraid you have no re-
dress. If you wvrite to me I w'ill forward
your letter to the Principal Medical Officer
who in turn wvill scnd it to the doctor con-
cerned, but he wvill say that in his opinion
the operation was worth the money, and I
cannot see the P3.0.. disagreeingr with his
decision.'' That was precisely what haip-
peited. In due course I received a letter
from the P... stating that hie hid writ-
ten to the doctor and that in his opinion
the charge was not excessive. If it is fair
.and reasonable that a hoard which is going
to control the bl tl of the comniunity
should be composed entirely of six
(doctors, who w~ill appoint a chairtitii.
why not apply the sanme principle to other
boiards? We have been asking for greater
producer representation on the Wheat
Board, and the samne applies to the wool
section and to sections dealing with all pri-
mary products. There we (10 not find that
those most intimately interested in the
business exercise the control.

Hon. F. E. Gibson: You would like to
have one man on the hoard.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I think there should
be more equal representation of interests on
all boards. I hope I am not misquoting Dr.
Hislop in attributing to him the statement
that he had discussed this Bill with the Min-
ister for Health and that most of the mea-
sure constituted what hie had asked for. I
take no exception to that.

The Chief Secretary: He was speaking on
behalf of the medical profession.

Ron. A. THOMSON: I admit that. Now
that we arc amending the Act, we should
make the constitution of the board a little
broader. I hope members will support a
proposal that the board shall consist of not
more than seven members appointed by the
Governor, three of whom shall be medical

practitioners. appoinfed by the profession
and one, the chairman, shall be the Prin-
cipal Mtedical Officer of the State. If
he is not competent to sit as chairman,
lie should not be the p.f.O. The board
should also include a Government officer,
selectedl from the doctors in the per-
inanent employment of the Government.
That would really give the profession five
members oil [lie board. Then the Govern-
ment should appoint two men, who might
be retired professional men, to represent
the pub'ic. Thii Act is of vital importance
to tll? health of the community and it is
reasonable to ask that the suffering public
.,hill be represenitedl on the board. The Bill
provides that the president shall be elected
Ir mnemibers of the board. As the board
will exercise wide powecrs, I suggest that
iy vrlroposal should commend itself to mem-
ber, includingl I hope, ])r. Hislop.

The Bill provides that, subject to the ap-
proval of the -Minister, the board
may1 hold any examination or in-
1uirr under the Act in camera. Why

is it necessary to include such a pro-
vision? The Chief Secretary might be able
to give at reason, bitt I point out the mat-
ter of the inquiry might be one of vital
inmportance to the public. We should pro-
vide, that, subject to the approval of the
Minister, the board may hold any examina-
tion or inquiry under the Act. Then it
would] be within the province of the board
to say whether the inquiry should be held
in public. To provide in the Act that in-
quiries shall be held in camera is wrong.
Dr. Hislop caused me to reread very care-
fully another provision in the Bill, which
begis-

Any iperson other than a medical practitioner
who uses or implies that lie uses radium or
s-rays for the treatment of any human ailment
or physical defect otherwise than under the
immediate personal supervision of a medical
practitioner ....

On other occasions Dr. Hislop has con-
condemned the x-ray plants being used at
Country hospitals. It was argued that the
medical men were not comupetent to operate
them.

Hon. 0. W. Muiles: That is, some of them.
Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes.
Hon. 1'. E. Gibson: For certain purposes.
Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. I hope that

some day the doctor's hopes will be realised
and that the State will be sufficiently finan-
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cial to provide first-class x-ray equipment
in the larger hospital;, at any rate,
throughout the country districts. I do not
hold a brief for those who are seeking to
impose on or rob the puUlic, hut we are
dealing with a matter of vital importance
to the people. I gave the matter study
over the week-end, and I hope the House
will agree to my suggestion that the
board should be constituted on lines dif-
ferent from those which the measure pro-
poses. I shall place one or two amend-
nments on the notice paper in due course.
I have approached the matter with a cer-
tain amount of diffidence, because I aim a
layman and am, not in a position to deal
with medical matters;. When it comes to
the administration- of the Bill, however, I
feel that that is a matter which should be
in our hands; and, if members feel as I
do, I am sure we will iuaterially improve
the measure if my amendments are ac-
cepted. I am not opposing the second
rending of the Bill.

HON. F. E. GIBSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : The Governmnent is to be coin-
inended for having brought down this Bill
to amend the Mfedical Act. Anything de-
signed to improve the health of the com-
munity calls for the support of every mem-
ber of this Chamber. For the past 40
years I have been engaged in a calling
which may be reg-arded as the handmaid
of medicine, and therefore I suppose my
experience in this mnatter is greater than
that of most other members of this House,
because I know the damage that has been
caused by charlatans claiming to be fitted
to treat human ailmnents. It is rather
strange that in A community which makes
it imlpcrative for a nian, before lie is per-
mitted to put a tfp on a waterpipe or at-
tend to anything in the shape of an elec-
trical fitting, to undergo an examination
ensuring his, completence, we yet permit
that wonderful macine-the human body-
to be treated for disease by persons with-
out any medical qualifications whatever.
I recall one or two instances. I knipw of a
firm that started here some years ago sell-
ing motorcars and tyres. The business was
not prosperous, and then the proprietor,
knowing how lucrative quackery is, de-
cided to start in that business in Perth.
He0 got on very well indeed.

Hon. J7. A. Dimnmitt: I do not think there
was, any question of financial difficulty.

Hon. F. E. GIBSON: Perhaps there was
not. The bu~iness improved to such an
extent that the proprietor took in someone
to assist him, and that parson, finding the
business so lucrative, decided to open a
business on his own account, He did so; he
calls himself the "Haman x-ray." What
right has that man to claim that he can
treat diseases, simply by a peculiar set of
circumstances that he states are inborn in
him, and without any previous medical
knowledge 9 I am prepared to state that
that man would not be able to say how
many teeth a man had and that his know-
ledge of physiology would be practically
nil.

Some little time ago, a medical friend of
mine in Fremantle brought a man to me
who was suffering from gonorrhmoa. He
had been treated by a so-called herbalist
in Perth and had been charged about £15
for a guaranteed cure. He was so incensed
about the matter that he consulted a
doctor, wvho brought him to me. He made
a declaration before ic setting out the
facts of the ease. Some two or three days
afterwards, however, his resentment died
down and he was not particularly anxious
to have the matter made public. Conse-
quently, he did not proceed further. I
shall quote another case. A friend of
mnine had a child who was suffering from
some infection of the knee. He took her
to a mnasseur, who, through his ignorance,
manipulated the knee in such a way as to
spread the infection all over the child's
body, with the result that it dlied in four
days. Would any member Suggest that the
humnan body, which is the most complex
machine on the earth's surface, should be
the subject of treatment by people who
have had no medical training or ex-
perience? Even in my calling, a lad is re-
quired to obtain the leaving certificate hefore
he can be apprenticed; he spends four or
five years in training before he is permitted
to dispense a doctor's prescription.

Years ago the treatment of gonorrho'a
was carried out in chemists' shops. Some
time ago the Government introduced legis-
lation making that practice an offence. I
am -sure that all honourable chemists% obey
that particular legislation, but not so the
persun who styles himself a herbalist,
whether he he black, brown or brindle,
The blacker he is, the more customers he
seems to get. Any amendment to the Act
which will prevent the treatment of dks-
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eases by untrained persons should meet
with the approval of all members of this
Chamber. I shall give one other instance,
regarding a dietitian. These people are
not permitted to receive payment for giv-
ing advice, but they can charge for what
they sell a person. A friend of mine who
is rather inquisitive went to a dietitian
who talked to him about what he should
and should not eat. After a converisation,
he tried to sell my friend goods to the
value of 25s., hut my friend would not
purchase them, as he was satisfied that the
mian was a charlatan. There are many
other s4imilar instances of that kind, but I
have no desire to -weary members by re-
counting them.

Hon. A. Thomison: Do you favour my
suggestion regarding the board?

Hon. F. E. GIBSON: I understand Mr.
Thomson thought a layman on the board
might be superfluous.

Hon. A. Thomson; If I gave that in%-
pression, then I did not make myself
clearly understood. I suggested the op-
posite.

Roil. F. E. GfIBSON: I think lay advice
might be particularly good. A lay nmem-
her could keep the jwblic informed of
whiatvwas being done. Air. E. H. H. Hall re-
ferred to the question of obtaining drugs.
There is no such thing happening. I hope
members -will support the second reading.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East):- I ami
afraid I cannot read into this Bill what
apparently some other members find pos-
sible. We are dealing with a measure that
proposes to amend the 'Medical Act, which
was p~assedl in 1894 and which controls the
medical profession. Most of the speeches
have dealt with :natters appertaining to the
Health Act. The medical profession has
been urging theso and other amendments,
and I cominend the Government for bring-
ing the measure forward. I cannot approve
of a layman aceting on a hoard that is to
deal with professional men. How could a
layman deal with matters affecting a pro-
fessional niann's conduct?

Hon. A. Thomson: Why not?
Hon. C. F. BAXTER:- It requires a pro-

fessional man to deal with such matters,
particularly with improper practices and
misdemeanours. What does a layman know
about professional matters? The board has
power to inflict fines up to £C10, but has no
protection from individuals who may

institute libel actions. As I said, the prin-
cipal Act is one controlling the medical pro-
fession. What have V.D. and chiropractors
to do with this Bill Ij Those are matters
which can be dealt with under the proposed
amendment to the Health Act. I cannot
agree with Mr. Thomson's suggestion that a
layman should he appointed to a board that
is to deal with professional matters.

Eon. A. Thomson: The Government wants
one layman on the board. I suggest there
should be two.

H-on. C. F. BAXTER: There should be no
layman on the board at all, because it will
deal only with professional matters.

HON. J. CORNELL (South): I do not
profes~s to know much about the Bill.

non. C. B. Williams: Then why bother
about it?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I desire, however, to
make a few remarks on one or two points.
The proposed board is to be comprised of
medical practitioners and one layman. Is
the layman to be Mr. Huelin or his sue-
cessor? Is be to be the Principal Medical
Otflcer or is he to be the person charged
with the administration of the Act? The
Government can appoint whom it likes. If
I were asked what lay person should he
appointed to the board, I would suggest a
highly-trained and proved nursing sister.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is an excellent
suggestion.

Hon. J. CORNELL: She would he an
acquisition and I do not think the medical
men would object to her appointment. A
highly-trained and qualified chemist might
be appointed. I suggest that as an alterna-
tive. What can a layman, -with no medical
quilalifications, do on a board comprised of
mnedical men?

Hon, A. Thomson: He might have a
chance of protecting the public.

Hon. J. CORNELL: What chance would
het have?

Hon. A. Thomson: He could report to
the Government.

Hon. J. CORNELL: What does the Gov-
ernment know about it? Surely to good-
ness, we can trust our medical men, whose
probity in 99 cases out of 100 is not in
question. Surely we can trust our medical
men to do the right thing. I certainly eon-
sider that the personnel of the board should
consist of medical men, a highly-trained
nurse, or a highly-qualified chemist. We
ought to know how far we are going in
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this matter. The other point is: The Bill
says that the members, including the presi-
dent, shall hold office for three years and
shall be eligible for re-appointment. I do
not agree with that. The board should be a
.continuous one and members, after their
firtt election, should he subject to retirement
in rotation, in the same way as is this Hloase.
The continuity of policy should he safe-
guarded. If the complete board goes out
there is always a chance of something hap-
pening to upset such continuity. Road
boards, municipalities, and thisi Rouse to-
gether with numerous other organisations in
this State, have provision to safeguard their
,continuity and that of their policies. Those
are the only remarkus I desire to make, speak-
ing as a layman. I am prepared otherwise
to leave the whole affair to the good sense
ef the medical men who comprise this hoard.

I have not much timne for the so-called
cranks and healers, hut I have yet to learn
that we will prevcnt them, by Act of Par-
liament, from practising. They will prob-
ably find a new religion and operate through
it. Men are led to these cranks by the same
stupidity that leads them to the S.P. book-
maker. While we have stupid persons pre-
pared to go to such people, we will always
have these cranks. I support the second
reading.

RON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan);
The Government is to be commended for
overhauling the Medical Act at this stage.
Generally I agree with the proposed board.
As purely medical matters will be dealt
-with it should be comprised of 90 per cent.
medical men, as is proposed. I do put this
suggestion forward, that the layman to be
appointed be neither a civil servant nor a
Government representative of any sort.
He should set purely from the public
angle. It may happen that a private m~em-
ber would desire to have some matter
brought before the hoard for consideration.
The mnedical members, with all due respept
to Dr. Hislop, might not feel disposed to
discuss that matter. I listened with great
interest to the remarks of Mr. Gibson.
Whilst I am not associated with the medi-
cal profession, my experience over a num-
ber of years, as, chairman of the Fremantle
Hospital Board, has brought me closely in
touch with the profession and many prae-
tising chemists like the hon. member. From
my own experience I know that at times
things; are done by many so-called qluacks

which arvt' calmly ;ron ' L, and, of course,
detrimentaLl to the health of the community.

Ho4n. J1. Cornell The faith-heatler, are the
worst offtenders.

Hlon. L. B. BOLTON: We are all entitled
to our own ideas-, and good luck to the faith-
hevaler if hie is successful. If a person has
' n~i~cennt faith to he broughlt back to good
health without tlw, assistanee of a medical
mni, it is nnbod l%-s business hut hisi own.
Thi.. hoard will probably deal with miany
mii piraetisitng as herbalists and chiroprac-
tors. I suppost- other me-mbers, like my-
self, hare received a circular letter from one
of these gentlemn who i, practibingo in the
city. I undlemtand that these men are pine-
tising without ainy Australian or Nen- Zea-
land qualification.

Hon. F. E. Gqibson: Or anv other.
Hon. IL. B. BOLTON: I ask that in all

fairness these men -who have been prae-
tising for a number of years and are not
all quacks, should be given a.n opportunity
to prove their fitness or otherwise, and so
secure sonic qualification if thely aire worthy
of it.

Hon. A. Thomson: What appeal is there
if it is otherwise?

Hon. L. B3. BOLTON: I do not know that
there should lie anly appeal. If we arc
gbinig to place control in the hands of six
or seven medical representatives, sorely we
can look to them to give a fair deal to those
uwho apply for these qualifications.

lion. A. Thom'-on: It is an appeal from
Caesar to Caesar!

Hon. La. B. BOLTON: I would he sorry
lo think that the medical representatives ap-
pointed would not be fair. ih- Tmen to
whomi I have referred are entiLte-l to some
coinsideration.

Hon. J1. Cornell: You would be playing
v.ith dynamite!

Hon. G. W. 'Miles: Is there any kcgislation
to stop them from practising?

Honi. L. B. BOLTON: I understand not.
Not even the medical profession could de ny
lhat the% have achieved soni'c remarkable
cures. I know of one of my own knowledge.

Hon. F. N. Clibson: I could give at thou.
sand testimonials.

Ron. L. B. BOLTO-N: I do not hold a
brief for these people other than to say
that they are entitled to consideration and
the opportunity to prove their fitness or
otherwise. I support the second reading of
the Bill.
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HON. SIB HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan): I wish to seek a little information
on only one point. A constituent of mine
in the exercise of his proper rights is prac-
tising as a chiropractor. This gentleman,
some years ago, came to see me in London.
He struck me as being a man of good char-
acter. He said he wished to go to America
for the purpose of studying this particular
science. As it happened I was much in-
terested at the time in the matter because
a friend of mine--a medical man of high
standing-had told me that it was his in-
tention to give up all other branches of
medicine in order to study and achieve com-
plete mastery of this because he considered
there was great scope for it, and that too
few qualified niedical practitioners in Lon-
don practised this branch of the profession.
It seemed to me a laudable thing for anyone
to seek instruction. There were difficulties
owing, to the American immigration laws,
hut I was able to overcome them and this
man went to America. He studied there
for a period and obtained certain diplomas.
He has now returned to this State where
he is practising.

I am inclined to think tbat there are cer-
tain matters in connection with the medical
and dental professions in which the United
States of America are niore advanced than
are we in Australia. Their facilities for
studying are greater, and I am not sure
that there is not a great deal we can learn
from them. In making those remarks I in-
elude London as well as Western Australia.
I hare heard competent opinions expressed
that men who have had the opportunity to
study dentistry for a lengthy period in the
United States have obtained knowledge un-
obtainable elsewhere. I notice that this Bill
permits a dentist to nse x-rays. Speaking
from persona] experience I should be in-
clined to say that, in many cases, a dentist
qhould not be allowed to operate without
using x-rays. The Bill includes this p)ro-
vision when dealing, with the use of certain
appliances--

Provided that this shall not apply to a dieti-
tian or to a chiropractor who gives advice to
a person requiring dietetic or chiropractic
advice, if such advice has no relation to
specific disease.
That seems to be all right so long as there
is a definition of a dietitian or a chiroprac-
tor. What I particularly want to know is
this: Does the 'Medical Act contain a defi-
nition of "chiropractor?" Has there been,

in the past, anything to prevent a person
describing himself as a ehiropractorf If
that is the case then this particular proviso
is likely to be dangerous. Again, is there.
any method by which a man could qualify
in this State to be a chiropractor?

Hon. A. Thomson: None whatever.
Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Frankly,

my knowledge of these matters is hazy, but
if that is the case I am satisfied from what
I was told by eminent pihysicians in London
that there is sonic value in this particular
science. It is useful in the case of many
forms, of complaint. If there is no method
by which a person could qualify here, and
no recognition of qualifications obtained
elsewhere, and we say that the qualifications
must be obtained in some part of the British
Empire, then we are rather narrowing down
things. There are other parts of the world
just as forward, if not more so, in these
matters as we are. Since it is intended
to give some privilege to the chiropractor,
would it not be possible to define some sort
of qualification and say that a diploma from
any recognised body in the United States, or
other approved country, would he adequate?

To strike out the present proviso -would
he to do an injustice to those men who have
spent some years in qualifying and obtain-
ing their qualifications apparently from the
only place possible. On the other band to
leave it in means that anyone can say, "I
sin a chiropractor," and that is a danger
from the point of viewv of the public. I
understand that in this State we have four
men who qualified and obtained diplomas as
doctors of chiropracties. This elector to
whom I have referred states in his com-
munication-

The qualifications we held satisfy more than
50 legislatures in various parts of the world.
Another thing I notice is that whilst they
are allowed to practise, they are not allowed
to use x-rays. That is reserved to the
dentists.

Again it would be a proper provision if
the dentist is qualified and if we want to
prevent unqualified men fromn using s-rays.
On the other hand if some proper qua Ii-
fleation for men practising this branch of
the profession could be introduced, then I
see no reason why they should not he per-
mitted to use s-rays the same as the den-
tists.

Hon. J1. Cornell: They would use it in
an entirely diff'erent way.
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Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: He
states-

Witht reference specifically to x-rays, chiro-
practors receive anl extensive spec-muised train-
ing in taking and reading x-rnys of the
vertebral column.

A dentist would receive special training i n
regard to x-rays for the teeth. I aml satis-
fied that there is. virtue in this particular
provision, lint I 211 also satisfied that there
are places outside thle borders of the British
Dominions wvhere qualifications canl be ob-
tained just a.s well as they can in this or
anyv other Stlate of the Commonwealth or
even in 0 renit Britain itself.

HON. W. J. MANN (Southi-West) : I do
not quite understand why' so munch time
has been devoted to Clause 2 of the Bill
which provides for the applointmlent of a
medical board. After reading the appro-
priate section in tile parent Act it eenils to
ile that the medical proft'sioni already has
100 per cent. representation oil the hoard.
The section reads-

For the purposes of this Act, there shall be
constituted at board, to be called a medical
board, aid such board shall consist of not
less than three nor more than seveo medical
practitioners, one of whomi shatll be the
president.

It seems to rue that inleits julst wvhat the
medical pirofessio~n is askinc it, to agree
to in the Bill. The principal Act certainly
says-

Thle president of tile board shall lie nontin-
ated lion, time to time by the Governor-in-
Council, and be ex officio cjinirni.

We are spending much ltme onl a que~ion
of wvia t the boaird shall eonip-i'n' a nil who
shall be its members, whereas at the moment
the medical profession seem', to have a
100) per cent. board-apart from thle per-
son who has to be nominated b)y the G~ov-
ernor-in-Council. If I have zmot thle right
angle ott that phase, perhaps the Chief Sec-
retary, during- the course of hi-, reply, will
enlighten me. Clause 2 also provide.. fot
the deletion of the provision inl tihe section
which malke" thle elaman of tle. boarid the
nominee of the Ooverntor-in-t on nil. That
proposal muac be debatable. I would like
to hear what has been the experience of the
board tinder past condition... Let it. learn
whether the chairman, being- the nomine
of thle Goc-e-noz-in-Couneil, Inas proved dis-
atdvantageous to the medical profession and
the board.

I agree with munch that Sir Hal Cole-
batch said r-egar-ding the necessity for some
recognition of chiropractors, provided they
are known to ble thoroughly qualified per-
son,. I have not much exlperience myself,
but I know that when I was in Switzerland
I met people who had gone to that country
for the put-pose of beinig treated by
thomocigmly j ualifled chiropractors who se-
cur-ed mniracmulous results, not only with those
1eolple, but wci th mani- others as well. 1

was given to ctnder,tand that the science
was largely practised thr-oughout Europe and
in the United States of America, where
there are manyc institmtions enabling chiro-
pz-actor5 to teunre qualifications. The Mledi-
cal Hoard here mighlt hle asked if there are
anyl i neanls by which the qlualifications of
the chiropr-actoms could lie inquired into nod
if that were impriacticable, perha[ps the Gov'-
erment itself could undertake the task.
There are very few of them in Western Aus-
tralia. Perm-inll.N- I have no ltme whatever
for the individual who professes to lie all
opitician or herbalist or sonethn g else whent
in reality liet has nto quali lieationts whatever.
Such petople should be compelled by law
to prod I-CI~ cc idenve of their qualifications
before being allowed to acceept fees or even
biefore being Permitted to notify the p~ublic
that theyv canl he -onsulted.

I tinink x-m-a 'v tiatinent is dangerous in
the hands ot the( inexperienced. Sir Hal
Colebattli referr-ed to the position in regard
to dlenti-ttv. Ii 2Ielbottun? the v con fine
the c-Curse to x-ray it, alpplied to the hlead
and neek, cyhereas in America I am
infomed dental students are called upon
to (to the fiallI anatomy course for
s-may wvork. Dime waonders why that
.should be deemned necessary and what
adva nta- ct ould be ga itted from it. I think
dental students thteie had to undergo five
additionatl courses. Wet should insist upon
seeittg that peopie ith advertise treatment
miethtods are fully quia lified in that respect
aidtilhe.%- ,hould not be permnitted to trade
upon the -tlseeptihihitie. of people wvbo,
wheInci ill, at mr athmer easily gul led.-

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (in reply):
While I feel sure that the second reading
tif the Bill will be agreed to, I consider it
mei-n-.~tr to i-eply to sonic, of the state-
nmemmt- made by amemiber,. In the course of
Iti, remnarks. Mr. Thomson indicated that
lie wcas tiider some misapprehensioni. He
secnti-i to think that the Medical Board
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has some authority regarding the adminis-
tratioa of the Medical Department or
of the Health Act. I do not under-
stand that the Bill will apply in that
way at all. All that the board will be em-
powered to do under the measure is to
control the medical profession. First of
all, it will specify the qualifications that
are necessary for a person to bold before
lie eall be -registered as a medical prac-
titioner in this State. The Bill also pro-
vides other powers respecting inquiries by
thle board concerning various aspects that
affect thle medical profession particularly
and the general public incidentally.

It is true that the board has consisted of
seven medical practitioners and when I
placed the Bill before the House I re-
ferred to the constitution of the board
-under the 1894 Act. Since then so many
advances have been made in connection
with the medical professioa that it is only
reasonable to suppose that radical altera-
tions to the Act are essential. In the nego-
tiations that have taken place between the
Medical Board and( the Minister for
health, as thle representative of the Gov-
-rumcnt, the amendments embodied in the
Bill were agreed to by both parties, and, as
I understand them, those amendments are
drirable. In iiy opinion the appointment
to the board of a layma n-that is a person
-who is niot a mnedical practitioner-will ha
valuable to tile medical profession itself.
It is true that the hoard members will he
,appointed by the Glovernor, but the Bill
will give the board power to elect its own
,chairman. I have no fault to find with
that provision; the medical practitioners
,on. the board call he entrusted to do what
is proper.

The board is to he given powers which,
as pointed out by Mr. Thomson, may be
abutsed unless a proper safeguard is in-
e-luded in the Bill. For instance, there is
the question of holding inquiries in camera.
The B1ill does not say that all inquiries
shall be held in camera, hut simply that
in instances -where it is desirable, they
may bie held in camera if the Minister ap-
proves of that couirse. I cannot imagine
inany occasions when the adoption of that
procedure would be necessary, but, of
course, there will be exceptions.

Hon. A. Thomson: Will the report and
findings of the board in such cases be sub-
nitted to thle Minister?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It may be
essential in some instances for the board's
findings to be submaitted, but I do not think
that will apply in all cases. This is merely
a matter of th control of the medical pro-
fession in Western Australia. Onice a
medical pract itioner is registered, niatur-
ally he must be subject to what I mnight
term the rules and by-laws laid downi by
the board for the control of the profes-
sion. There hans been much talk regarding
the application of the provision in the Bill
respecting the use of x-ray treatment. The
Bill provides that no person shall be al-
lowed to use x-rays for the purpose of
treatmlent except under tile supervision of
a medical practitioner. I think that is as
far as the Bill should go.

1 know qluite at nlumber of gentlemen who
follow their piofesnioii as ci opractors
both here and in other parts of thle Corn-
nion11realrh. I have personal knowledge of
sonic most remarkable suiceesses some of
theml have recordcd and I also know, speak-
igl ini a general sense, that the medical
lprofe _. ionl has no time whatever for chir-o-
piactois-. Tha t applies here more than in
sunie o the other- States. In fact, sone
medical practtitioniers would place the chiro-
praetoi5 in thre category mentioned by Mr.
(A ibson when [ie referred to charlatanls. I
do not ac-ree with that attitude at all. In
America ciiroprlactors fire recognIised as
-such iii forty' odd Sitares. I sin also aware
that in somec chiropractic institutions
medical mnent work tinder the direction of
chiropractors or in association with them.
I know thtat inl America there are chiro-
practons who receive salaries higher than
those obtainedI hy professional Inert includ-
ing the medical mnent who work in associa-
tion with them.

There is, hardly a sporting body in
Amierica that has not a chiropractor at-
tached to the club or organisation, and
those officials arc paid hig-h salaries. The
fire brigades and the police forces in that
country recognise the value of chiroprac-
tor's and they' pay high salaries to men
q~ualifiecl as suche. I understand the basis
of the treatment by chiropractors- is the
reading of thle X-ray photograph which is
taken of the skull, spine, and so on.
Gentlemen with whom I have been as-
sociated are mni who are just as much pro-
fessional aen as Physicians and surgeons,
and hare spent yecars- and y-ears in gaining
the qualifications Which secured to them the
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diplomas of the institutions which they at-
tended in the United States of America.

Hon. F. E. Gibson: Two years' is suffi-
dient training for the!Fe men.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Bill
provides that no person shall use an -x-ray
plant without medical supervision.

Hon. G. WK. Miles: Could American chiro-
practors with diplomas not carry out the
treatment ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. Under
the Bill as it stands, there is no disability
at nil. But chiropractors do not use the
x-ray plant for treatment. They use it only
to guide them as to the treatment to bo
given. There are not many x-ray plants in
this State that could he used for the pur-
pose of treatment. Subject to correction, 1
understand there are only three or four.
Again, I do not consider it right, at all
events at this stage, to give to the medical
profession an absolute monopoly of the
x-ray.

Hon. A. Thomson: I fear you do that by
the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY- I know
many medical men who from time to time
use an x-ray plant not for the purpose of
treatment but for the same purpose as the
chiropractor uses it. But I know also many
persons who are not medical men who are
far more efficient and far more reliable in
the use of the x-ray plant than are medi-
en) men. I do not think the medical pro-
fession can claim that all its, members are
x-ray operators. Certainly very few of
them can claim to be radiologists. I feel
that while the Bill is an excellent men-
.ure and should receive the support of every
member of the Chamber, the timec is rapidly
eomiing when it may be necessary for the
Parliament of this State or of the Common.
wealth to take into consideration something
further than the Bill provides for-to make
provision for the so-called specialist in the
medical profession.

I am prepared] to argue that the, fact of
a medical man having had remarkable suc-
cess in a particular district of this State
conm-titutes no reason why ho should set him-
self tip in St. George's-terrace as a spe-
cialist, a man superior to other medical
lpraetilioners, although he has only the same
qualifications so far as the M1edical Board
is concerned. There are matters of that
kind which before long will have to receive
serious consideration. The question of the

fees to be c-harged by medical men is, of
course, a highly important matter to the
poorer section of the community in par-
ticular. When it is a question of a serious
or major operation, patieats should uader-
:ttand the pecuniary position before under-
going the operation. We know there are
big differences in regard to medical
charges. Some medical men are very mod-
erate indeed; somie are not too insistent on
payment in full; others there are who are
insistent on having their pound of flesh no
matter what may be the circumstances of the
patient. However, that aspect is not cov-
ered by the Bill, which represents a great
advance on the Act as it stands. While
we may not be in entireagemn
with all clauses of the measure, I do
feol that in view of the fact that the Bill
has been very thoroughly considered by the
Government and also by the Medical Board,
it is the first serious amendment since
1894. Undoubtedly there is necessity for
every clause contained in the Bill,
and I do not think this House should stand
in the way of the amendments becoming law.
I shatll be glad to clear up any doubtful
points in Committee, if further information
is required. Perhaps Dr. Hislop may find
opportunities to elucidate points raised by
other members.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

fir ('omamittce.
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair;7 the Chief

Secretary in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 4:
Hon. A. THOMSON: I ask that this

clause he postponed.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I mnove-
That consideration of the clause be post-

poned to the end of the Bill.
Motion put and passed.
Clause 3-agreed to.
Clause 4-Amendment of Section 8:
Non. W. J1. MANN: This provision does

not appear in the original Act. To me it
appears rather drastic. Un der it the hoard
apparently might do practically anything
and there would be neither appeal nor re-
drepss, although the result might be ruin.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I see nothing
wrong with the clause. It is the kind of
clause commonly found in legislation of
this kind. Protection is given to the board
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in the same way as it is given to members
,of boards called upon to perform certain
duties for the conmmunity. The clause pro-
tects members of the Medical Board against
-vexatious actions.

Ron. J1. Gi. HISLOP: I hope the clause
-will not be deleted. Its absence from the
principal Act prevented the board from do-
ing many things which would have been
]iighly beneficial to the public. Six men
chosen from the profession by reason of
their eminence in it should receive protec-
tion in respect of all acts they do for the
protection of the public.

Hon. A. THOMSON: In every court of
law there is protection for the people.

The CHAIRMSAN: Dozens of similar
clauses have been passed since I have been
Chairman of Committees.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I am aware of that,
-Sir.

Clause put and pas;sed.

Sittig saspended fro"? I to 2.1;7 p.

Clauses 5 to 10-agreed to.
Clause li-Amendment of Section 23:
Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: I move an amend-

met-
That the proviso to proposed new para-

graph (3) be struck out.
This is a matter which should not be in-
cluded in the Bill. The measure really
controls tihe medical profession and yet by
this means we are giving to people who
have no set qualifications the right to carry
on what they may specify as their particu-
lar branch of unqualified work. I have no
-objection to a person who is qualified to
carry out something for the benefit of the
health of the nation doing so, hut this is
Hiot the proper mkeasure in which to include
any such provision. f suggest that there
.should he another measure altogether to
deal with those people. I trust that the
fiovernuient will introduce such a Bill so
that we may establish qualifications for
such persons as chiropractors or dietitians-
As, the clause stands, anybody at all who
-wants to engage in unqualified medical
practice can set up as a dietitian and
-would he under no control whatever. 'Mem-
bers, of the medical profession have to
-undergo long years of training.

We spend enormous sums of money on
universities and-secure the best brains in
the profession to teach the students. We
pass an Act like this to register only such

l'er-,ons, who have fulfilled the requirements
and yet we arc 11ow proposing to include a
prloviso which will give a clear run to all
unqu~alified persons who like to set them-
belles up as3 dietitians. I trust the House
will agree to strike out the p~roviso and
w~ill makie it clear that it is desii'ahle
that at sonic future date-the earlier the
better-thought tshouild be given to the
(glialiflCatioOs of people who practise so-
called dietetics; in this State.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the pro-
viso is struck out it will mean that certain
people already practisinig in this State will
no longer be able to advertise their par-
ticular calling, or, if they do, they will be
committing an offence against the Medical
Act. I do nlot think that is desirable.
Whet bee or not one can place all of these
people in the samne category I do not know.
But I do k-now that there airc some estim-
able people practising in the State, not
as medical practitioners but in other ways,
and I do not consider it right to say to
them, "You s;hall no longer praeti." I
am inclined to agree it is desirable that
there should bie sonic quali fica tion before
any person can set up in any particular
practice but this is not the way to achieve
that end.

To cover the position properly we could
do the sanme. as is done in America and parts
of the British Empire where there are spe-
cial Acts governing some of these methods
of treatment such as that given by ehiro-
prnetors. I have with me a publication which
gives the Act govern ing the practice of
chiropractors in British Columbia. I have
ainother that shows; that in a large number
of States in America there are Chiroprac-
tic Acts just as we hanve a Medical Act here,
If we remove this proviso, however, we
shall he doing something we should Ilot do
at present. It will mecan that no one other
than a registered medical practitioner will
be able to give any advice or assistance or
hanve any. association whatever with the
treatment of a patient. The clause i%- very
comprehensive. The pr~oviso las been in-
serted to ensure that whilst these things- shall
apply to the medical profession, the dieti-
tian and the chiropractor who give advice
shall not he affeced~ by the clause.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It would he dan-
gerous to strike out the proviso. No doubt
some of these practitioners are not up to
the standard, but others have been able to
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do a great deal of good in the community.
If the proviso is struck out, the latter sec-
tion will have to go out of business. It
would then be too late to pass an Act mak-
ing special provision for them. If there
is anything wrong in the present stituation,
we are to blame for not having provided
the standards with which these practitioners
should comply. Something, of course, should
be done to control these persons and ensure
that they are qualified for the work they
do.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEI3ATCH: I am
in accord with the remarks of the Chief
Secretary. It is, of course, essential and
urgent, as Dr. Hislop has indlicated, that
the qualifications of these people should be
set out, and that unqualified people should
not be allowed to impose upon the public.
The neglect of Paraliament to specify the
qualifications should not, however, be al-
lowed to deprive those people who arc pre-
sumed to be qualified from carrying oni
their activities. Because we have not done
something that we should have attended to
long ago, I am not prepared to deprive these
practitioners of their livelihood.

Hon. J. G-. HISLOP: These people are
carrying on their husiness against the law.
Why put into the Bill a proviso which gives
the right to anyone to praettse as a dieti-
tian?7 A dietitian can be of tremendous
benefit to the community and the profes-
sion, but there must be some standard of
qualification. If the Government does not
bring down a Bill to define the qualifica-
tions of dietitians, it will be impossible to
prevent anyone from practising- within the
realm of medicine. During this week a per-
son approached ma in an official capacity
and said he wished to practise amongst the
profession, preferably in a hospital. He has
been for over 20 years, practising one or
other form of the occult sciences: in anothei
country.

Hon. C. B. 'Williams: I wonder if he
could fix me uip?

111(m. J1. 0._ HISLOP: Possibly the hon.
member will think so when I have finished.
This man said he was tired of opening hos-
pitals ott his own, and that he had already
opened one hospital in this State. He told
me that if any member of thu profession
was in difficulties, he would be able to as-
sist. All he had to do was to hold a man's
hand for five minutes, and that enabled him
to state what disease the patient was suf-

feriug from. He is prepared to put the
medical profession right when any doctor
is in difficulties. Surely we have got be-
yond that stage.

We must protect the public against that
kind of thing. Should it be difficult for
the Government to define the qualifications
of dietitians, then this Bill will be worth
nothing because any person who wishes to
p~ractise unqualified medicine can call him-
self a dietitian. Why determine that a man
must take a course of five years in medi-
cine, register, and then do training in hos-
pitals, when any person can come in and
do medicine and look after the health of
the public by any method ho wishes to
adopt? The proviso will create a more
difficult position than already exists. I
point out that it was not in the Bill when
it first reached another place.

Hon. G. B3. Wood: Perhaps that makes it
nil the better.

Hon. J. G. HIS LOP: It was inserted
tiflply to protect the dietitian. The right
course to adopt is to introduce a Bill to
protect the public against the dietitian.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The pro-
v.iso will not allow such people to practise
medicine as suggested by Dr. Hislop. ]Un-
less lie is prepared to say that the words
in the prov iso have no meaning, it gives all
the protection reqluired, in that it will pre-
vent dietitians and -hiropraetors from giv-
ing advice in relation to specific disease.
It is detsirable to have somie control of such
people. If we wish to insist upon their
holding certain qualifications before being
peLrmfitted to practise, special legislation
should be passed.

Hom. H. Seddon: What can we do mean-
while ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The posi-
tion is as, you were.

Hon. H. Sed don: That is what we want
to remnedy.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We should
not refuse people who have been practising
for years the right to practise any longer.
Further, the penalty for offences is being
inIcreased under this measure.

Hon. L. CRAIG: To delete the provis-o
at this stage would be a mistake. There
are charlatans in every profession. It
would be extremely harsh to deprive dieti-
tians and chiropractors of -their living. A
standard should be established for dietitians,
chiropractors, herbalists, etc., and each man
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should be registered, but that is a matter
for future legislation.

Hon. J. G. IIISLOP: The proviso makes
amusing reading.

The CHAIRMAN: I have been waiting
for somebody to show what the proviso
means.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The concluding
words of the proviso are, "if such advice
has no relation to specific disease." floes
any member knowv what is specific disease?
It is a term widely accepted in medical no-
menclature as applicable to syphilis. There-
fore it means that a dietitian may not give
advice to a person concerning syphilis. It
should read "a specific disease." Having
got that far, what does that mean! If the
proviso is to be retained, I would prefer
it to ic-d somewhat as follows:-"Provided
that this shall not apply to a dietitian or
to a chiropractor who gives advice to a per-
son regarding specific diseases." If I have
made s study of diet as it applies to a
specific disease and know beforehand what
the physical condition of a person is, I
might do that person a lot of good by con.-
trolling, his diet. If a diabetic goes to a
dietitian who cannot diagnose diabetes, and
is not even capable of examining urine for
sugar, and if the dietitian puts that per-
son on a purging diet, then the patient will
not derive much good.

By this proviso, a dietitian can advise,
provided he does not give advice regarding
specific diseases. I propose to give one or
two examples. The medical profession has
not 100 per cent, of successes, but it at-
tempts to make its percentage of errors as
small as possible by continued scientific
study. Admittedly, there are members of
my profession whose percentage of error is
either more or less than the average; all
do not have the same percentage of suc-
cesses. But let us be reasonable. Let us
take percentages. If a person goes to a
medical man he expects to be cured or at
least to be provided with relief. If he
goes away feeling better, he has grown so
accustomed to accepting that relief that he
does not comment on it.

It has become a custom nowadays to
speak of the failures of the medical pro-
fession. Surely, that is enough proof to
show that our successes are fairly high. I
went to a lecture given in London by a
vet-v eminent American surgeon, who was
lecturing, on a particular form of brain

tumor, which he was studying in the hope of
doing some real good to the sufferers. He
showed case after ease on the screen, all of
which had been failures. Somebody in the
front row laughed. He went to the front
of the platform and said, "Gentlemen,
please do not laugh. I always learn from
my failures; my successes I speak not
of.", We realise in the profession
that our failures are what we learn
by. Now look at the other side and
see what its percentage is. A person go-
ing to an unqualified practitioner has this
in his mind "I have not had much success
up to date with my treatment, or I have
been given advice which I do not like. I
am going to see whether I can get cured in
an easier way or whether I can get advice
that is more to my liking.'' If success is
achieved, then the person speaks of the
success of the unqualified practitioner.
Bitt suppose the person does not get relief
in such a case, does he ever say he has
consulted the unqualified person? There-
fore, all the unqualified practitioners in
this town, or in any other town, are spoken
about because the members of the B.M.A.,
or the medical practitioners as a body-and
I am not a member of the B.M.A. Coun-
cil-do not advertise their successes. They
have adopted the attitude that failures are
the things they learn by. This proviso is
extremely dangerous.

A person of the type I have spoken of
will be allowed to give advice, provided
the advice has no relationship to a specific
disease. A dietician will say to a person
consulting him, "I ant not allowed to make
a diagnosis in your case, but I can give
you dietetic advice, provided I do not men-
tion a specific disease.'' I shall not men-
tion the person, but I know that in this
town there is a person who practises as a
dietitian. We, as professional men, hold
tip our hands in horror at the results. A
few day% ago I decided to telephone the
members of my profession in order to ob-
tain evidence against that person. I did
not ring up more than six, but from these
I got the same story.

Hon. L. Craig: But this proviso applies
also to chiropractors.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: We will leave them
out for the moment.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: But they are included
in the proviso.
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Hon. J. G.1 HISLOP: I will deal with
clhiropractoirs separately and under another
clause. A dietitian nearly always advises
pers~ons. to take cabbage water and the
patients in cons~equence always lose weight.
A person who went for advice to a dietitian
lost two stone in weight, and then she had
no chanice whatever of recovering front
p~ulmionary tuberculosis. She was buried
not long- after. Only the other day I rang
uip a friend of mine and was told the fol-
lowing instance: A woman who had a
tuberculous kidney-this had been ascer-
tained by scientific medical examination-
went to a dietitian. She was given advice
and, having acted upon it, to operate on
the tuberculous kidney was no longer pos-
sible. I admnit the medical profession has
its percentage of errors. I will give one
more instance. When I was at the Chil-
dren 's Hospital we had an enormous epi-
dmic of whooping-cough. Dr. Mayrhofer

and I worked hard to get out what we
thought would be a thesis on the treatment
of whooping-coug-h by vaccine. While we
were wondering whether we would publish
this monumental work-it had taken us a
long while to prepare--we read in a journal,
whether it -was British or not I cannot now
say as, this happened 20 years ago, that in.
another country some 2-5,000 eases had been
exained and it had not been possible to
come to a satisfactory conclusion on the
point.

For 20 years we have been using vaccine
in the treatment of whooping-cough and
we are still in exactly the same position as
we 'were then. We are still not certain
whether vaccine is of any use in the treat-
ment of that complaint. I ask members to
realise what they will be doing if they pass
this proviso. Members must realise that
I have been essentially fair in niy criticism.
I have criticised my own side as well as the
other side. All I want is a standard of
qualification. I do not want the Committee
to pass a proviso that will make it easier
for dietitians to establish themselves in
'Western Australia.

The CHAIRMAN: I have been consider-
ing this proviso in relation to the parent
Act, and it appears to me to be irrelevant
to the subject niptter of the Bill. How-
e-ver, it is in the Bill. The Standing Orders
provide that if a clause in a Hill is foreign
to the title, that is fatal to the Bill. The
parenlt Act deals exclusively with medical
practitioners and defines them. It pro-

hibits any person from doing or attempting
to do what a medical practitioner can do
under the Act. Section 23 of the principal
Act says that ''from and after the passing
of this Act no person other than a medical
practitioner shall be entitled to do" the
things. ontlined in Subsections (1), (2), and
(3). Subsections (1) and (2) have been
.struck out and Subsection (3) has been re-
peated iii this Bill almost word for word
with the exception of this proviso, which
imports into the Bill something not in the
parent Act. The proviso says-

Provided that this shall not apply to a
dietitian or to a chiiropract or.
It does not specify what they are. If that
is not foreign to the subject matter of the
Bill, I do not know what it is. However, I
am in the bands of the Committee.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The altera-
lion in the clause is a little wider than you,
Sir, suggest. It includes the words-

or any service, attendance, operation or
advice which is usually given or performed by
a medical practitioner.
Those words do not appear in the original
Act and make the clause now as wide as pos-
sible. They mean that only a medical prac-
titioner shall be allowed to have any as-
sociation at all with persons requiring
treatment.

The CHAIRMAN: This does not appear
in the original draft.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: But it ap-
pears in this amended Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Had it been moved
here I would not have accepted it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We have to
ac~cept it here.

The CHAIRMAN: I ami in the hands of
the Committee.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The main a]-
teration in this clause comprises the Words
I have set out. I take it the proviso has
heen agreed to in order to protect these
people who are operating at the present
time, dietitians and chiropractors. If that
proviso were not there it would mean they
could not carry on; they would be com-
mitting a breach of the -Medical Act. If
my interpretation is wrong I will be glad
to be corrected.

The CHAIRMAN: The proviso is in
the Bill, and I cannot rule on it; it has not
been moved here.

Hon. A. Thomson: It must have been in
accordance with the Standing Orders of
another place.
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Hon. G. WV. MILES: I have listened with
interest to the debate on this point. I agree
with the Chairman of Cormmittees that it is
foreign to the Bill, and that had it been
moved here he would have ruled it out.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You are agreeing
with Dr. Hislop.

Hon. C. W. MILES: No. The Govern-
ment's duty is to bring in a Bill to deal
with these people. The Committee would
be well advised to delete this proviso. I
ask the Government to bring down a Bill at
once.

Hon. L. Craig: What about those people
who are making their living this way9

Hon. G. WV. MILES: It does not wipe
them out; they are operating against the
law at the present time.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I support the view
of Mr. Miles. This proviso is dangerous.
Dr. Hislop said that in those eases where
a dietitian or chiropractor knew what he
was doing, the doctor gave him every as-
sistance.

Hon. L. Craig: He cannot do that under
this Bill.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The Chairman has
said that this proviso is foreign to the Bill.
I am satisfied it should not be included.
These people are carrying on an occupation
andt should have some qualification to hold
out to the public. They cannot produce any
certificate or diploma to show that they
are qualified. I support the deletion of the
proviso. There is nothing to prevent the
Government from bringing down special
legislation in January to deal with dietitians
and chiropractors.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I cannot under-
stand the contention of the Chairman that
the proviso is foreign to the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The parent Act deals
exclusively with medical practitioners and
disqualifies other p~ersons from doing those
things that a medical practitioner can do.
This proviso goes on to say that it "shall
not apply to a chiropractor or dietitian,"
without defining what one or the other is.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Under Section 23
of the Act these people are absolutely dis-
qualified. Parliament should have dealt
with the position before. The Committee
would be wrong to take action detrimental
to that Class Of person who has been al.
lowed to practise for some time. I have
grave doubts about the Government
attempting to rectify the matter next

January. Parliament will then be brought
together for one purpose and this matter
should be left to the usual session.

Hon. A. THOMNSON: If the Committee is
going to delete this proviso, then it should
not pass the third reading of the Bill.
That wvould make the measure inoperative
until such time as the Government brought
down a Bill to protect the people who have
been earning their livelihood in these ways.
in the interests of the people's health we
are p!acin.g in the hands of the Medical
Board the right to say what shall or shall
not be done. After all, we have a certain
duty to perform and that is to see that no
legislation passed will be injurious to other
sections. I do not approve of those who
may be taking down the public but a move
to wipe out chiropractors and also dietitians
who assist people not seriously ill by advis-
ing them as to diet, etc., would be a mistake.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I appeal to mnem-
bers to realise what they will do if they
pass this proviso. This clause does not in
any way define the word "advise."1 I may
advise a patient to do so and so. Under
this proviso a dietitian may use such
things as injections.

Hon. C. B. Williams: There was an in-
stance where a dietitian treated a case of
cancer in the nose.

Hon. J1. G. HISLOP: That is so. I can-
not recall the particulars of it but it was
a most glaring example and the man was
promptly' and summarily dealt with. This
proviso will broaden the scheme of things
for every unqualified person. Dietitians
may take over the control of the amount
of insulin for a diabetic. Insulin is a dan-
gerous drug.

Hon. C. B. Williams; Your board would
not allow that.

Ron. J. 0. HISLOP: This Bill says that
they niay give advice.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The Health Act would
not allow it.

Hon. J. G. mISLOP: I do not think there
is anything in the Health Act dealing with
the matter. We will be letting ourselves in
for something dangerous. Why legislate
for . few people; why not for the majority?
This proviso will protect a few people
carry* ing on an unqualified practice.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: I understand numn-
bers of these people have excellent qualifi-
cations from universities and medical
schools in America. Are they not qualifica-
tions?
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Hon,. J. G. HISLOP: The mere fact that easy. There is room for something to
a manl possesses something from America is
jiot a very good qualification. We should
have some standard of our own. I would
rather Put a few out of busine~.s. than wreck
the health of the people.

Hin. E. H. H. HALL: Every member is
anxious not do to injustice even to the
minority. I jey heed to what Dr. Hislop
says but the people he refers to have been
carrying on throughout the Conmnonwealth
for years and though they may have done
some harm they have done a great deal of
good. The action proposed in the Bill is
onl all fours with the course we adopted
with regard to opticians.

Hon. J. A. Dimmnitt: And( with the dental
people.

Hon. E. H1. HT. HALL: That is so. We
are seeking to set up a board so that
inedical me', canl control the situation and
it is not too much to expect that the Goy-
erninent, always interested i" promoting
the health of the people, will take heed of
the advice of the medical profession and if
necessary introduce legislation next session
to deal with herhalists and healers of vari-
ous descriptions. At one fell swoop to rob
those people of their living is a proposition
to which I will not accord my support.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: We are
apit to mislead ourselves when we take too
much notice of the call to protect the
people. Are we to protect them against
others or is it that we should protect them
against themselves?9 I do not know that we
have taken action to protect the people
against others who despoil them by charg-
ing 2s. 6d. for a bottle of patent medicine
the ingredients of which may cost a few
penice. I do not know that we protect them
from the retailers of soporifics out of the
manufacture of which millions are made
and as a result of which thousands of lives
have been detrimentally affected. Even i n
this instance of action to protect the public,
to wipe those concerned out at once would
be going too far. We nmust be careful when
we protect the people to ensure that wvbilst
protecting them against imposters we do
not also do so against men who are fully
qualified.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Dr. Hislop
spoke about unqualified men but if I re-
member rightly when he was asked to say
what was a qualified dietitian, he could not
tell us. Mlembers will see that it is not so

be (lone but I do not say any such attempt
should be made in connection with the Bill
now under discussion, particularly in view
of the wide powers that will be placed ia
the hands of the Medical Board. Dr. Hislop
made a point of which I had not previously
been aware. He said that the term ''specific
disease" had a definite meaning to the
medical profession. If that is so I suggest
anl ameiidmeat should he moved to make the
proviso clearer and more effective. If Dr,
Hislop canl make a suggestion in that direc-
tion I shall be pleased.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Perhaps it could be
altered to read ''any specified disease.''

The CHIEF SECRlETARIY: That might
meet the position.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Is it urgently neces,
nary that the Hill be passed at once? If
the Government desires to extend protec-
tion to the individuals to whom the Chief
Secretary has referred, the proclamation of
the measure could be withheld until legis-
lation was introduced to deal with those
people.

lion. A. Thomson: The Government
could then bring in a Bill dealing with
dietitians, and chiropractors.

Hon. G. AV. MILES: I think that would
be the better procedure. I1 suggest that
tile proviso be deleted and the Government
could then take action later on.

Hon. G. B. Wood: That would be too
risky.

Hon. G. W. MILES: It would not be
risky at all.

The CHAIRMAN: If the Bill passes its
remaining stages is Mr. Thomson ready to
miove his amendment to Clause 29

Hon. A. THOMSON: In view of the
opinions that have been expressed by mem-
bers I do not think my suggestion would
mneet with much support, but I will think
the matter over.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that Dr.
Hlislop wvithdraws his motion and the fur-
ther consideration of the clause be post-
poned.

Hon. TL. B. Bolton: Gret onl with the Bill!
Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I support the

attitude indicated by Dr. Hislop. Members
apparently forget the ease recently in
the police court in which a dietitian was
finled heavily for doing exactly what Dr.
1-islop suggested bould not be permitted.
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The dietitian was giving treatment to a
person who was suffering from cancer of
the nose. I do not forget wvhat was done
in Victoria in my earlier days by these un-
qualified people who helped to spread dis-
ease throughout the community. In those
days people suffering fromt venereal diseases
hung their heads in shame just as people
do today. Instead of going to qualified
medical men for treatment they wvent to
these quacks. The result was that instead
of being cured in a few weeks, men were
kept under treatment for months and
months. Why should we allow that sort of
thing? We in this House are past the stage
of the tricks of our youth and in the light
of our experience should be able to guide
the present generation. We should not
allow these medical misfits to continue.
When I was ill some time ago I sent for a
doctor, and he has kept me alive. What
would have happened hat] I gone to one
of these misfits or charlatans? Some
people have a sickness complex and keep
going from one herbalist to another. There
is a mail named] Taufik Read. How does
he treat his patients'? I understand that
lie treats four-fifths of them on the basis
that at sonic stage or other in their family
record sonc of their forebears suffered
from syphilis.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I do not think you
should make a statement like that?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Probably I
should not, but wvhy?

Honl. L~. B. B3olton: Because it is not fair.
Hon. C. B. WILLIAMINS: Why?
Hon. L. B. Bolton: It is all wrong.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I understand
why the hon. member says it is all wrong,
but that is no good. The fact is that some-
one says that in the p~ast history of the
family someone must have had this disease
and instead of the individual affected going
to a doctor he goes to one of these herbalists
for treatment.

Amendment put and a
with the following result:-

Ayes .

Noes -

Maqjority aga

Ron. F. L. Gibson
Hon. J. U. Hhssop
Bon. W. J. Man

division taken

-. .- .. 19

tinst .. -- 13

Ron. 0. W. Miles
HoD. H. Section1Pon: C. B. Wlim

N.....
Hon. C. P' Baxte, Ron. V. Haoiersiey
Bon E. S!Bolton fto.. W. Mi M4'tw
Hon. Sir Hal Uclebateb lion. T. Moore
Hon. U. K. Curniso Bon. H. V. Plesse
lion. Li. Craig don. Hi. I.. rtodil
Hon. J. A. linml Hon. A. Thornton
Bob. J. M. D. An.,. iF. X. weict
Hon. 0. "ras.r Hon. U. B. Wood
Hon. S. H. Urn tui.' s..i
flax,. E. H. H. Hall kldel.).

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 12-agreed to.
Clause 13-New sections:
Holl. A. THOMSON: 1 believe that Dr..

Hislop will agree with me that it would be
well to insert in proposed new Section 25A
after the words "under the immediate per-
sonal supervision of a medical practitioner''
the words ''who specialises in that prac-
tie'' or words to that effect. The doctor
has said that country x-ray practitioner.%
are not highly efficient.

Hon. J. (0. HISLOP: What Mr. Thomson
desires to insert in the Bill would be highly
desirable if practicable; but it is not prac-
ticable, and would not affect what Mr-
Thomson desires. What has been deleted
elsewhere is qjuite easy for me to see
through. It is not intended that only a.
doctor may use anl x-ray plant, but until we,
get a skilled type who can both use the ap-
paratus and read the negative-such a type
as is to be found in America-the proposed
amendment would he useless. There is no-
thing objectionable in the practice of radi-
ology. The diffieulty as regards country prac-
tice is that we have not available a sufficient
number of trained nurses. I move an
amendment-

That in line 3 of propose1 new Section 25A
after the word ''the'' the words "diagnosis,
examination and the'' be inserted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not go-
ing to raise any strong objection to the
amendment provided wve do get the protec-
tion that the hon. member speaks of in the
latter part of the new section. As it stands,
it gives a monopoly to the mnedical pro-
fession of all types of x-ray work where
tr-eatmenit is concerned; in other words,
where an x-ray plant is used for treatment
and not for examination or diagnosis. As
I pointed out earlier, there are only a few
x-ray plants in this State that can be used
for the purpose of treatment. There is one
at tile Perth Hospital and another at the
Fr-emantle Hospital, and there are one or
two radiologists who are specialists in their
own line and possess valuable plants.
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It is for that reason I said earlier
I was opposed to giving the medical pro-
fession the monopoly of all x-ray work.
But if the hon. member can give the pro-
tection I suggest is desirable, I will raise
no objection to this amendment. The words
''diagnosis and examination'' cover the
person who takes an x-ray photograph. I
know numbers of matrons of hospitals who
do all the x-ray work. They take x-ray
photographs when the doctor may be many
miles away. We all know of instances in
the outback where small x-ray plants have
been used on many occasions to diagnose or
examine a limb to discover whether there
is a. fracture or not. The amendment pro-
vides that all that x-ray work shall be done
only under the supervision of a medical
man. I wonder whether the hon. member
wants to go as far as that.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I would like to as-
sure the Chief Secretary and the Committee
that it would he a sorry day when the
medical profession prevented a matron of
a hospital from taking an s-ray photograph
if there was no doctor available! I do
not think that members need have any fear
about that.

Hon. L. Craig: This Bill will do it.
Hon. J1. G. HIStiOP: It would never hap-

pen. I can assure members that the medical
profession is not going to stop radiology
in country towns for the benefit of the
public. If members would like a proviso
to the effect that in the absence of a medical
man the matron shall, so far as her capa-
bilities allow-

Hon. L. Craig: How is that to be defined?
The CHAIRMAN: As the clause stands

the matron can do this work.
Hon. J. G. HISLOP: If the words I sug-

gest are inserted there will be no danger.
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I know of a hos-

pital in Geraldton in which not the matron
but a special sister is a trained radiologist,
and it is necessary that we should allow her
to continue her very fine work.

Hon. J1. G. HISLOP: I should like Mr.
E. H. H. Hall to realise that what is hap-
pening in Geraldton is known to the medical
profession, but those plates are not inter-
1)reted by the sister. She does not use the
plant for diagnosis but merely takes the
photographs.

Hon. L. Craig: The amendment would
stop her from doing that.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: No.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, it would.
Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The sister does not

make the diagnosis. She hands the plate
over to the medical man.

Hon. Li. Craig: That is the examination,
surely.

Hon. J. (G. HIISLP: No, she is not
examining the patient. There is no danger
in this amendment.

Hon. J1. A. DIMMITT: I should like to
know whether the amendment would pre-
vent a chiropractor from taking an x-ray
photograph. Could the hon. member indi-
cate the nature of his further amendment?

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. J. . HISLOP: I move an amend-

mnent-
That in lines 4 and 5 of proposed new Sec-

tion 25A the words ''Immediate personal'' be
struck out.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. J. 1. mISLOP: I move an amend-

ment
That in line 10 of proposed new Section 25A

after the word "'to"' the words ''a chiro-
practor or'' be inserted.

Hon. F. E. GIBSON: Would not that
defeat the purpose of the Act? Anyhody
could escape the provisions of the measure
by calling himself a chiropractor.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. J. . HISLOP: I move an amend-

meat-
That in line 11 of proposed new Section 25A

after the word ''of'' the words ''chiroprac-
tice or"' be inserted.

Hon. F. E. GIBSON: I understand that
this Bill is for the purpose of preventing
people without qualifications from using
x-rays. All that anyone would have to do
would be to call himself a chiropractor. What
is the use of the amendment and of what
use will the provision be if it is amended?

Hon. T. MOORE: The dentist is in a
different category from the chiropractor. I
want to be assured that the chiropractor will
do no more than diagnose and that he will
not treat disease.

Members: That is right.
Amendment put and passed.
Hon. J1. 0. HISLOP: I move an amend-

meat-
That in line 11 of proposed new Section

25A after the word ''dentistry'' the word
''respectively'' be added.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. L. CRAIG: The proposed new Sec-

tion 25C provides for restriction on the ad-
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ministering of an. anaesthetic by a doctor
operating if another doctor "is resident or
present within five miles of the place of
operation." It is of no use providing for a
second doctor being "resident" because be
might not be there. I nmove an amendmnent-

That in line 3 of the proposed new Section
25C the words ''resident or'' be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 14, 15--agreed to.
Postponed Clause '2-Amendment of Sec-

tion 4:
The CHAIRMAN: I point out that there

is no need to postpone the clause further.
It can be passed and recommitted at the
report stage tomorrow.

Clause put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
13111 reported with amendments.

BITJI-VERmIN ACT AMENDKflT.
Second Reading.

RON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East) [4.83
in moving the second reading said: This
Bill proposes three amendments which I
feel sure will assist in carrying out the pro-
visions of the Act more satisfactorily and
also facilitate the extermination of vennin.
The first amendment deals with the per-
mission, where a farmer has rabbit-proof
fenced a portion of his property, to receive
exemption from the vermin tax for the por-
tion so fenced. When the Bill was pre-
sented in another place it was sugagested that
the portion fenced should be exempt from
taxation. In many instances this would
have been of benefit to property-owners.
One estate for which I am trustee has a
road running through. two blocks, one of
8,000 acres and the other of 3,000 acres.
Of that property 5,000 acres are rabbit-
proof fenced, but, under the amendment
made in another place, a rebate of this taxa-
tion cannot be made in respect of that pro.
perty. It is not my intention to move to
have the clause hmended because I feel
that what is provided in the Bill will be of
considerable help. Anyone who has a
single block may apply for exemption so
long as the block is netted.

Cases arise from time to time in which
an inspector has taken proceedings against
a farmer and the magistrate has been com-
pelled to impose a fine. An amendment in
the Bill will protect the fanner to the ex-

tent of permitting the magistrate to defer-
judgment until such time as the farmer may-
be able to comply with the conditions iff'-
posed by the verm in hoard. The Bill Also.
provides for cases to be heard before a
magistrate instead of before justices. In-
stances have occurred of an inspector bar-
jung proceeded against a justice for not.
comlplyinlg with requirements. I am pleased
that provision is made for the bearing of'
these cases by a magistrate.

The only other provision in the Bill is%
one to permit road hoards to sell rabbit
poison ait a figure below cost price. Dur-
ing the week-end a board official rang me
to say that his board was financial, but, he'
asked, why should those who pay their rates
have to provide cheap poison for those who.
do not or cannot afford to pay their rates?
The board, under this measure, will be em-
powered to exercise its discretion as to.
supplying rabbit poison at one-half or one--
quarter of the cost or free of charge, ac-
cording to 'the circumstances of the ease.
'The amndments arc simple and members
will doubtless realise what an advantage they
will he. The matter of having eases lieard
by a magistrate has been a bone of con-
tention in country distriets for a long time..
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) : I commend
the Bill to the House. It will remove a
few anomalies that have been worrying- ver-
min boards and ratepayers for a consider-
able time. As a member of a board, I have
had experience of a person who netted al-
most the whole of his property, hu 't because
a small section was not included, he could
not get exemption from the p)aymnt of~
vennin rates. It is highly desirable that a
magistrate should be permitted to exercise
the discretion provided for in the Bill. Mir.
Read, at Northam, on one occasion pointed
out that he wag compelled to fine a farmer
because he had rabbits on his property. If
the law was strictly enforced 9 /_ per cent,
of the farmers could be prosecuted for hav-
ing rabbits on their properties.

Hon. T. Moore: You could cut out the-
other half per cent.

Hon. G. B. Wood: I daresay the hon-
member is right. The matter of supplying
rabbit poison at reduced rates is not so im-
portant because the cost of rabbit poison
is not high, the main cost being the appli-
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cation of the poison to the land. However, possible. Financial assistance granted in
I commend the Bill and hope it will be
passed.

THE HONORARY MINISTER: The
amendments contained in this Bill are desir-
able and I offer no objection to the measure.

BON. L. CRAIG (South-West): I have
some doubt with regard to one clause. In
some cases a man may hold his land tinder
one title, but in other cases a man may hold
many titles covering the whole of his pro-
perty. Must the latter fence the whole of
his property, while the other man may fence
the land comprised in only one of his titles'?

Hon. L. B. Bolton: He could get exemp-
tion for the land in one title only.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The point is that a.
man who has several titles need only fence
the land mentioned in one particular title,
whereas the man who has a big property
and only one title to it must fence the whole
of his property before he can get exemp-
tion. That would be very bad luck for him.
We might be able to overcome the difficulty
in some way. It might be done by setting
out the location number.

Hon. G. H. Wood: That would be more
serious.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I suggest that some
member move the adjournment so that we
may give the point consideration. It cer-
tainly seems to be an anomaly to give pre-
ference to a man merely because he has
several titles to his property, over a man
who has 20 locations in one title. That is
not the intention of the Hilt, which is to
ease the position for the farmer who can
rabbit-net portion of his property.

On motion by Hon. L. B. Bolton, debate
adjourned.

BILL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.18] in
moving the second reading snid: This is a
,continuance Bill which is familiar to all
members, its purpose being to continue the
,operation of the Indlustries Assistance Act
for a further period of 12 months, so that
finanicial assistance may be granted to
farmers. The main reason for the passing
of this measure is to continue the authority
for the protection of advances previously
made, and to authorise collections where

the last two years was as follows:-
Number of Amount Amount

Year. Settlers. Advanced. Repaid.
1940-41 2,137 £383,964 £E110,869
1941-42 1,079 £281,097 £398,588

These amounts include drought relief. It
will be noted that the receipts for the 1941-
1942 season were high, amounting to
£E398,583, but a review of the situation since
the advances for drought relief commenced
in 1935-36 shows that bad debts have been
incurred to the extent of £C245,728, of which
amount £C137,701 was written off during the
financial year 1941-42. Accumulated losses
since the Act w-as passed in 1915 amount to
£2,852,411. Of that amount, £C2,806,683 com-
prised losses in relation to advances made
up to tile time the present Commissioners of
the Agricultural Bank took over control.
This amount has been written off. Losses
incurred under the control of the present
Commissioners amount to £245,728.

With regard to superphosphate supplies
to those farmers whose requirements could
not be met by reason of the fact that their
credit had deteriorated to the extent that
agents would not grant supplies, it is
pointed out that up to 42,000 tons of super-
phosphate have been supplied under the
Act in one year. In the 1941-42 season,
12,877 tons were supplied through the Agri-
cultural Bank, while this year's estimate is
7,983 tons. We all1 regret the need for the
annual submission of this measure, and the
circumstances which make it necessary. In
the interests of the farmers themselves,
however, the Bill must be passed, and I
trust that Parliament will approve of it. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
Hon. C. F. Baxter called attention to the

state of the House.
Bells rung and a quorum formed.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reaoding.
THE HONORARY MINISTER [4.251 in

moving the second reading said: By
this small Bill it is proposed to ex-
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tend the purposes for which hank over-
drafts may be obtained by road boards
pending the collection of rates. For
years various boards have raised overdrafts
for the temporary payment of urgent loan
commitments, and the banks concerned have
willingly co-operated in supplying the neces-
sary accommodation. All such overdrafts
have been wit~in the knowledge of the de-
partment and also the departmental audi-
tors who audit the accounts of the boards
periodically.

Whilst it was known that the action of
the boards in raising these overdrafts was
not strictly in conformity with the pro-
visions of the Act, the Public Works De-
partment and the audit inspectors took no
exception to moneys being raised by these
means for the purposes mentioned. The
matter has been recently considered, how-
vver, and certain road boards dersire that
action be taken to amiend the Act so that
there may be no doubt as to the legality
of any future action which they may take
its this connection. Section 280 of? the Road
'Districts Act lprovides that a hoard, vend-
ing the collection of any rates or the receipt
of any subsidies in aid of rates or grants
payable by the Government, may, for the
purpose of commencing, carrying on or cojn-
pleting works, obtain advances from ani'
bank by overdraft of the currin accunt,
Nit 11o such overdraft shall at. any timne ex-
ceM one-third of the ordinary revenue of
the board for the year then last preceding '.
Section 285 provides that if in any* year
the proceeds of a loan rate are insufficient
for the purposes of meeting interest and
proportion of principal falling due, the
board shall make good any deficiency out of
its ordinary revenue.

This facility is rendered inoperativiE, by
reason of the restriction in Section 286,
when there are insufficient funds in the
general revenue account temporarily to
assist the loan account. The department
concerned and the various boards affected
considered that the eommonsense practice
which hafs obtained for some considerable
timie should be made legal by amending Sec-
tion 286, And this is what the Bill proposes
to do. The amending legislation should be
of advantage to those hoards whose posi-
tion will not enable them to create a re-
serve fund, as provided for in the Bill re-
cently passed by this House, and I trust no

[661

objection will be raised to the measure. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

(Sitting suispende-d from 4.30 to 4.50 p.m.)

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILLs-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Readinig.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.52] in
moving the second reading said: This is an-
other con tiunce ll , concerin~g which
very little conmment should he necessary. It
provides for the continuance of the Finan-
cial, Emergency Act insofar as interest is
concerned. On looking up the Title of the
original Act, I finid that it is described as
"aon Act to make necessary provision for
calrryig out a plan agreed on by the Com-
monwealth and States for meeting the
grave finncial emergency existing in Ans-
tr-alIin, re-estabi ishing financial stability
and restoring industrial and general pros-
perity. .

That Act was passed in 1931, and under
it provision was made for a 22 / per cent.
reduction in salaries and also for the con-
trol of mortgage interest. The portion re-
lakting- to ,aljarres was repealed in 1935, but
it still remained necessary to continue the
p~rovisioins in relation to interest control in
the then existing circumstances. Since
that year Parliament has passed a continu-
ance Bill each session. Interest rates
affected apply to mortgages in existence
prior to the 31st December, 1931, which
rates are reduced by 2*2t/ 2 per cent. or to
5 per cent., whichever is the greater. Under
the Act a inortgagePe has the right to ap-
pear before a commissioner to apply for
the original rate of interest to be paid,
aind the decision of the commissioner is
given after he has made the necessary in-
quiries into all the circumstances of the
cae.

Whilst. it masy be unlikely that persons
would impose a rate above 5 per cent., and
that very little effect may be felt arising out
of the continuance of this measure because of
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the rekstrictions imposed under thle National
Securiity Regulations, it is understood that
some cases would be detrimentally affected
if the Act -were not in force. Accordingly,
Parliament is asked to approve of the con-
tinuance of the Act for a further period of
12 mnonths. I nlore-

That the Bill be now rend a second time.
Ques!tion put and pa.,-ed.
Bill read a second time.

it ('oInnitlee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without a mcndinent and
the repiort adopted.

BILL-MORTOAGEES' RIGHTS RE-
STRICTION ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Rleading.

HOW. 0. r. BAXTER (East) [4.57] in
Moving the second reading said: The neecs-
Pity for the amending of the P1inIlmil Act
.aIiiP, froml war-imposed' c'oiiditions. The
principal Act was passed in 1931 dluring the
financial crisis, and I canl well reineinber
that period because I was the 'Minister in
this House at the timle the legislation wvas
pas-:ed. The Act applied satisfactorily, but
like al) s uch mleasure- Sonlle nnlf ortnlnate in-
dividuals were adversely affected. lBy fa r
the largeP majority of thiose concerned have
beniefited a!s a result of thle pasiug of the
legi-lation. Whereas Section IS covered the
position until the outbreak of the war, it
lacked the provision of power to dleal with
the situation such as, that which has beeit
i-reated by present-day hostilities. The Bill
steeks to remnedy that defect.

falder Statutory Rale 65 (National !5e-
euritv Contract Adjnstnient Re-gulation) the,
responsibility of action rests enltirely with
the debtor. In that respet inaui thouisands
are affected, whereas the mnortgageoes are,
comparatively sjpaking, very few. Thus,
it becomes necessar -y to amuend the principal
Act. If any difficulty arise, that has to
be taken itnto consideraitioni undler the
National Security Reguilations. nany p eople
will he placed in anl unen viablde positin,
whereas if we amend our Mfortgage Righlts
Restriction Act tho~e people will be pro-
tected inacmuch as; they will lie broialit
unde-r the- jimnsdit'tioii Of a1 Judge in C(ham1-
hers. Thus they will be lprotelld by our
own State legislation instead of flhe review
of their position being delew-ated to the

1'idi'al sphere. It is the duty of the State
]4arlihaiinent to keep uinder State control what

i, liosriIle in that direction. The amend-
inealt lproposi's to add a paragraph to See-
teIo 89 of the principal Act, reading--

(Ibj W~hether thje default of thme imurtga~or
hats seen enlust d or contited to by vireun-
staisnes atnihptable to the war in which His
Mm jetV is. it JWCreut engaged or the operationi
of aour leg 0 hitionl iiad e 11ad er thle ('1in7ilozi-
wealth, Ae-t No. I.- of 1939 or under that Act
-is subsequent)h'% atnecltleil.

'fint 1)11 tits l)ower into the hnsof thle
State Legkilature. Statutory Rule 1941 of
11t41 givi's power wc ileal with the position.
l'arnra ii (b) pro%-ioles tihat the procedure
mnay take plaice irsapeti ve ot wihether the
ina.bility lias aliscli by l41i1S~Ui of Cirku-LM
Stanlces ovcasionedl b le war or by reason
of (lb. linslt -nggr'. ismsilleiss affairs. Thut
covers the si t i om front a ati on al sta nil-
mll, hint 11lie tr~ouble- c-mlets inl whenl tie

nmoltgv, c has to appl11y. MIentbers -will
real isi Itt' peope hov ne' ilther flip energyiw
nor the cash Ito tail-o the imtter up., Th '
are.1 geimalyv ot the cl~iss 11f peotple to keep
a ;vav as tar as possible fromn tis kind of
thing-. Therefore I think die flouse should
agtev to thle to en sore. I imove-

Thiat the Rilt be iiow read a second timne.

HON. L. CRAIG (Monxth-West) : I hare
h1ad1 mucht' objietion to the Act for somie
time. It is 11 r ears olui, and] originally %vac
initell l tl to iet'sit t 110 t gi gees froul lore-
closinig onl prloperties Owing to thle financ11ial1
strini age c olita in ing lit thi c Iini'. That hutw
m~ine onl for 1t years, and today man-y

estate's are held LiI) fronm distribuition oii
entirelY to the otwration of this Act. Trt
tees of etates are unable to distribute the
property. I do not iiigge-t that. the Act
should be repeailed altogether. In Victoria
:omei yealrs ago the on us of proving iii-
abaility ft pay was- transferredl fromi the
inlortgagee to thle iiortgagiir. That shonld
go dlown here. At the present time the niort-
-agee appearing in court has a very hard
timev to get the couirt to give him a hearing
ait all. Thle moirtgagee has- to prove that
the mortgagor i.s ill a position to pay off
(lip mortg-age. That is a vry difficult mnat-
ter. Many properties have now fallen into
a dilapidated condition. I hope the Coy.-
ernient will introduce a 'Bill to throw the
WILLs Of proof onl the mortgagor instead of
onl thin miortgagee. At present the nlortgazee
has to show the court that the- mortgagor can
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pay off the mortgage. My suggestion is that
the mortgagor should pay off the mortgage
unless he can show the court that he is
unable to do so. Our Act evidently has a
detrimental effect on trustees in particular.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 2nd December.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (in reply)
[5.10]: When I listened to Dr. Hislop, who
criticised the Bill, I1 was under the impres--
sion that there must lbe something radically
wrong with it' but upon examination of
bis, criticism, and after referring his re-
marks to the department, I caie to the
conclusion that the Bill is quite all right,
and that some of the suggestions put for-
ward by the doctor really have very little
to do with the Bi!l. In one or two cases
he is perhaps under a misapprehension. For
instance, he criticised Clause 2, which pro-
hibits the sale by a pharmaceutical chemist
of any derivative of suiphanilamide. I be-
liere I am right in saying that the hon.
member took it for granted that a chemist
was prohibited only from selling these par-
ticular drugs if they were to be used for
for the purpose of treating venereal dis-
ease. But that is not so. A chemist is
prohibited from selling this type of drug
in any circumstances except on a prescrip-
tion from a medical practitioner. So there
is nothing wrong with the clause in that
respect.

.Then I think the hon. member made out
what appeared to be al good case with re-
-gard to the delay which he says takes place
in reportingr venereal disease eases by pri-
rate practitioners to the Commissioner of
Public Health in those instances where
sufferers do not carry on with the treat-
ment. It will be remembered that the hon.
member made a considerable point of the
fact that quite a numiber of days could
elapse before it was possible for the Coin-
missioner of Public Health to take action.

The department's advice to me is as fol-
lows:

Section 273 requires the doctor to notify the
Commissioner if the patient lapses fo~r ten days,
which means, for instance, that in the acute
stage of gonorrhoea if a patient goes for 17
days, then his name and address, and the fact
of his cessation must be notified to the Comn-
missioaer; thereupon action is taken by way of
nerving him with notices drawing his attention
to the need for continued treatment, followed,
if necessary, by prosecution.
The hon. member seems to contend that
the periods named in these sections are too
long. In the case of syphilis the period
-would be longer. But the point is that
we are legislating for the wLoIle State, and
not for the metropolitan area only. In leg-
islation of this kind, of course, we have to be
careful that we are reasonable, and that it
is possible for all people affected to comply
with the legislation. There is, of course, a
penalty in those cases where the sufferers
refuse to comipl*y with a request Of the Com-
missioner of Public Health. Therefore the
department considers that in the present
circumstances thle periods provided in the
Act are satisfactory. I understand, too, that
in some cases the medical practitioners
themselves are to blame in that they occas-
sionally are not as insistent as they should
be with reg-ard to the treatment of the
patient being carried out, as suggested by
Dr. Hislop himself.

The idea is to provide a reasonable period
for persons suffering, no matter where they
live if in a part of Western Australia. Dr.
Hislop, also objects to Clause 2, Subelause
(4) which prohibits a private medical prac-
titioner from treating a member of the
Armed Forces. Such a provision is already
included in a9 National Security Regulation.
What we are trying to do by this Bill is to
obtain the same powers under the State Act
as the Commonwealth has under National
Security Regulations. Dr. Hislop seems to
think that a man in uniform suffering from
the disease should be able to consult his
own medical practitioner when on leave. but
the fact is that any man known to be
suffering fromn the disease is not allowed to
tatke his leave, and therefore it is impossible
for him to consult his private medical man
in the ordinary way. I understand that if
he does desire to consult a specialist, it is
possible for him to do so through the pro-
per service channels. So that there is really
no difficulty on that score. Then again,
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Dr. Hislop suggests that notification of vesi- disease iii the gaol hospital but there is
ereal disease should he dealt with iii at sinu'-
lar manner to that adopted for the notilien-
tion of other infectious diseases.

I thought for a moment that the hon. inem-
her had made out a strong case indeed when,
he compared the sufferer from venereal dis-
ease with the sufferer from tuberculosis. In
the first ease the medical practitioner is not
called upon to submit the name and] address
of the sufferer to the Commissioner of Pub-
lie Health, but in the case of a person suf-
fering from T.B. he is required to dto so.
The reason for the distinction is that it is
considered that if the proposal desired by
Dr. Hislop wvere agreed to it would defeat
the object of this section of the Act in that
there would be many cases where notifica-
tion would not be made at all. Venereal dis-
ease does not require the same isolation and]
treatment as arc required by other infec-
tious diseases. in most cases of infections
disease it is necessary to isolate the patient
as quickly as possible and to keep him iSO-
lated for ain extended period. That is not
absolutely essential in eases of venereal dis-
ease.

Hon. T. Mloore: The Army segregates
them altogether.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but it
is not the same as regards sonic of the other
infectious diseases for which it is necessary
to have a special hospital . Ag ain I am told
it is considered that in some eases there
would be a tendency not to seek attention
as early as it should be sought if the sufferer
knew that his name and address would] be
disclosed. In addition I am told that there
would be a very strong- tendency on the part
of some medical meii not to report these
cases. It seems to 'le remarkable that the
department has had clificulty not only in
regard to eases of venereal disease, but in
regard to other infectious diseases where
certain medical men have refrained from
ratifying cases when they should have been
reported.

I come to another point that Dr. Hislop
criticised severely. I refer to the provision
under which we take power in the case of
a person suffering from venereal disease to
detain him in a gaol hospital. The hon.
mneniher suggested that a gaol hospital is not
a proper place to treat or confine persons
suffering from this disease. There is no in-
tention of confining all sufferers from this

nei-essity to have power to do so and there
have been several outstanding, cases in ie-
vent timues, more partic-ularly amowngst
women, in which t his power has ;,ceai ieces-
Sal-y. This provision appears in the Bill
only' because our Crown law officers say
that while the original Act states that they
ail be -onfined in any other- place be~ides

the ordina-y hospital, there is a doubt
whether the gaol comes within the defini-
tion of - any other place."' It is for that
reason that we have taken the power in
this Bill. Only a few days ago the Prin-
cipail Medical Officer returned from Can-
berrva where he attended a mneeting of the
National Health Medical Research7 Council
end this subject occup~ied a somewhat pro-
iiieiit place in the discussions of that
hody. Hie advises that every other State in
he 4 onnaov ealth has been forced into the
position of using gaol hospitals for the
detention of certain v-enei-eal disease cases
in both sexes.

Hion. J. Cornell: Where are they going
to he detained if not in the gal hospital?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The point.
raised] lw Mr. Cornell is pertinent. If we
are not going- to use the gaol in certain
cases, where are we going to hold them
.satisfactorily? I know Dr. Hislop will say
that we can hold them in Perth Hospital
in the ward where they have been treated,
provided we are prepared to put a certain
;].nount of ntetting in the proper place
around the ward in the same way as net-
ting is used at the detention hospital at
Heatheote. That is not considered satis-
factory by, a. long Way.

ion. T. Moore: Barbed wire could not
hold them at Blackboy!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Believing as
I dto what I have been told by the Principal
Medical OtfIfeer of his experience quite re-
centlyv, I do not consider that it is a fair
thinir that the medical and nursing staff at
the Perth Hospital should be subjected to the
conditions theyv have bad to endure for soe
little time, arisi'ng out of the fact that cer-
fain people detained there are of the type
they are, it is absolutely essential that wve
have this power. The idea is that it should
be used only in those eases where it is proved
to be necessary. I think we have had suffi-
cient experience of certain individuals in
recent months to realise that *if at anyv
time in the future they have to be detained
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again for treatment of this kind, it would be
futile to place them in the Perth Hospital.

In view of the fact that we have no spe-
cial institution for this purpose, there is
only one alternaitive and that is the goal
hospital. Dr. Atkinson also tells mie that,
from inquiries he mnade, Brisbane is the
only place where there is a hospital for
venereal cases,. Even there, wvhen recalci-
trant cases hove escaped they have had to
be detained in the goal hospital. It is only
as a last resort that the gaol hospital will
lbe used here for that purpose. Then we
come to the question of rehailitation. It
was pleasing to hear what IDr. Higlop hual
to say in regard to that aspect of the treat-
ment of this disease, hutl I submit that the
question of thre rehabilitation of these People
is not one to be dealt with in the Health
Act. It is mnore anr administrative question.

As a miatter of fact we (10 at the l)rcselit
time interest ourselves in most of these
eases that are dealt with by the depatmeunt.
There is no doubt it is very' desirable, hut.
we certainly have not the organisation of
the type suggested by the hon. ineniber. Per-
haps that is one of the things to which we
should g-ive consideration when we speak
of the new order and( the social services that
should he p~rovided by the State. But cter-
tainly at thre present time thre Health lDe-
partment or till 'Medical Department is niot
in a position to put into effet the type of
treatment or attention suggested hy Dr.
Hislop.

Holl. J. Cornell: The Repatriation Do-
partmnent treats it as a self-inflicted wound,
anid a mail gets no compensation.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think I
hrave pretty wvell covered the points% which
were made h)r the hon. member. The Bill
is introduced in order that we may have the
same power- under- our own Act as exists
under the National Secuirity Regulations and
mainly because we believe that we should
be able to take action under our Act rather
than have to rely onl the National Seenritv
Regulations under wvhich we have not the
right actually' to take action even if we
desire. We canl take all the preliminary
steps and then hanve to rely on the Common-
wealth authorities taking the netessary
action in the way of prosecutions and so
on. Experience in that direction recently
indicates that there is a tremendous delay
in matters of that kind.

]I* the Hiouse agrcees to the amendments
in the Bill we will have power to aet on
our- own authority, and there will be no need
for delays such as I have mentioned. There
wvill be no necessity to rely upon any Corn-
inonwealth regulation. I think I have cov-
ered the criticism offered against the Bill
and I hope tire Ilouse will he sympathetic
towardl ont endeavour to obtain the powvers
scought in the Bill. If it is considered neces-
sary that we should have additional power,
thve is no objection to that, but I think~
I have shown conclusively that the flowers
eOni tned in the Bill will allow thle depart-
iiieiit to rival with tis scourge in a way
which is absolutely necessary and which
would] not be possible at present -were it not
for the Notional Security Regulationsm.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

To refer to Select Commiittee.
HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropolital) : I

move-
That the Bill be referred to a Select Coll'-

oritie consisting of five miembers-four local-
hers and the Dnover; that the commnittee have
power to call for persons, papers and records
and to adjourn from place to place, that three
mnembers formn a quorumll and that tire coni-
mittee sit onl days over which the Council
stands adjourned; the commnittee to report on
the 19th January, 1943.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: The lion.
member has taken me somewhat by surprise.
All I call say is that I cannot see any neces-
sity for a Select Committee on this Bill.
There mayv be some pihase of venereal dis-
ease onl which Dr. Hislop might like to have
a Select Committee to bring out some disa-
hilitv in connection with iL that we do not
knowv anything about, but I think that we
know sufficient of the subject to recogiiise
that it is necessary we should have. the
powers asked for by this Bill, and we know
that the Comnmonwvealth Government has al-
ready taken those powers. We are acting
under Commonwealth regulations. It is
merely a matter of granting additional
powers, and those powers have been ex-
plained fully. I fail to see how an inquiry
by a Select Committee eon assist ini the mat-
ter. I oppose the motion.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) : But for
the fact that the powers contained in this
Bill are already being exercised under Com-
mnonwealth regulations, I would support the
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motion for the appointment of a Select
Committee, but I cannot see what good an
inquiry could possibly do in existing cir-
clumstances. If the Select Committet. did
not approve of the various clauses of the
Bill, the powers contained in them would be
administered under National Security' Regu-
lations, and there would not be the sympath-
etic administration that would prevail under
local control. The appointment of a Select
Committee would not get us anywhere. It
is advisable that we retain control of our
affairs as far as possible. We cannot expect
sympathetic consideration from the Com-
monwealth authorities. This is a very im-
portant matter. The Leader of the House has
assured us that the amendments contained
in the Bill are provided for under Common-
wealth regulations, and therefore we should
proceed with the Bill and retain control of
our own affairs.

HOW. J. CORNELL (South): To refer
the Bill to a Select Committee at this stage
of the session might involve our losing some-
thing in anl endeavour to get more. We are
in a quandary as to whether and when Par-
liament is going to prorogue and, if it is not
prorogued, when it is going to re-assemble.
A date is set down in the motion on which
the Select Committee is to report. I do not
know whether the House will re-assemble in
the New Year before the 19th January, but
I supipose a Select Committee could report
later. There is an alternative, however,
which Dr. Hislop would be wise to adopt.
That is to accept what is contained in the
Bill and then give notice of motion for to-
morrow for the appointment of a Select
Committee to inquire into the necessity for
further amendments to the venereal disease
sections of the Health Act, and report. If
we proceed in that way, we shall be sure of
gaining something and will lose nothing, and
therefore would be in a far better position.
The Select Committee could draft a Bill con-
taining provision for further amendments
and the measure could then be sent to anl-
other place for its opinion. To refuse what
is offered to uts by this Hill would be almost
suicidail.

HOW. E. H. H. HALL (Central): Dr.
Hislop would be well advised to accept Mr.
Cornell's suggestion. The Government is
anxious to do something in this important
matter, and if it is hung up for another

month pending the receipt of a Select Com-
mittee's rejport, it would be too long a delay.

Hon. J. Cornell: Anti the same object
could be achieved by adopting my sugges-
tion.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes. This is an
urgent matter. At the beginning of the ses-
sion I quoted the Commonwealth Inspector
General of Mledical Sen-ices as saying there
bad been no increase in the incidence of
venereal disease. Now we find that that
statement was incorrect. The Sooner we get
to grip~s with this problem, the better it
will be.

Question put and negatived.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment aind the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 5.10 p.

1.cgtelattve Hesembilp.
Tuesduq. 8~th December, 1912.

Queti on: Woolgrowers ad brokers
Bills: Business Names, 3SR ....... .. ..

Coal Ninle workters (Pensions), 2R., Mlessage ..
Pig Industry Compensation, 2,t.. Corn., report ..
('onstitutlon Acts Amendment, returned ..
State (Western Australian) Ault. Industry

partnership, returned ... .. ... ..
Etideice Act Amendment, 2n. ......... ....

Annual Estimates: Co.n. ot Supply. votes Rod item4
discusd..... ............. ....

PAOS
1358
1859
1859
1884t
1887

1887
1687

1805

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 a.m.,
and read prayers,.

QtJESTION-WOOLGROWERS AND
BROKERS.

Mr. BERRY asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, Is it compulsory for woolgrowers
to confine their dealinig. in wool to their
present broker? 2, If so, what is the posi-
tion of a woolgrower dissatisfied with his
present broker? 3. Are woolgrowers per-
mutted to deal with more than one broker?

The MINISTER replied: 1, 2, ad 31, The
Department of War O)rganisation of Indus-
try has made proposal., for the rationalisa-
tion of the wool industry among which is
one for confining growers' dealings- to their
present brokers. However, it is proposed to
place the administration of the regulations


